
  

 

                        

 

 

  

Parent-Teacher Sessions 
Ahead of Parents’ Evening next half term, on Tuesday 2nd 
February we are holding an Open Evening for parents to 
come along and look at children’s literacy and maths books, 
and the learning they have been doing in class. It will also be 
an opportunity to speak informally to teaching staff over tea 
and coffee about your child’s progress and upcoming 
curriculum plans, trips and enrichment opportunities. We 
would as always, welcome your views and suggestions, too. 
We will be holding our termly formal Parents’ Evening on 
Monday 14th March, when all parents and carers will be given 
more detailed feedback on individual children’s 
achievements and next steps. 
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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House School, 
Lots of parents have been asking recently how best to get in 
touch with members of staff regarding various questions or 
comments, whether it is about Extended Schools or the 
curriculum – please see advice in this edition about the best 
ways to go about doing that; do remember that we genuinely 
have an open door policy and all members of staff are more 
than happy to help, so don’t be afraid to ask! We have a 
number of new additions to our diary dates this week, 
including an informal parent-teacher open evening (see 
below) and our inaugural ‘Tea on the Terrace’! On Thursday 
11th February, we would like to welcome you all to Afternoon 
Tea on our very own roof terrace, followed by a tour of the 
whole site. We hope the weather remains as mild as it is 
currently and that we see as many of you there as possible!   

Claire Syms 

Attendance & Punctuality 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asteroid Class 
 

Attendance: 88.2% 
Punctuality: 99.4% 

 

Comet Class 
 

Attendance: 82.9 % 
Punctuality: 97.9% 

 

SUPER STARS! 
 
Our Super Stars of The Week are: 
 
 

Asteroid Class: 

Elijah 
Jahzara 

 
Comet Class: 

Isohbella 
Roux 

 

Well done for working so hard and 
being such good role models!  

 

Monday Mission! 

This week’s mission involves finding and creating more patterns – 

don’t forget to email in your photos and videos! 

1. Can you finish this number pattern? What would come next?  
1-2-3, 3-2-1, 1-2-3… 

2. We can use almost anything to make a pattern (colours, 
shapes)…what sorts of things can you make a pattern with? 

3. What is a repeating pattern? Can you show/tell me an example of 
a pattern that doesn't change? 

4. What comes before and after these number  
sequences?  Can you make up your own? 

a. _____, 10, 11, ____, 13, 14 
 

b. _______5, 4, 3, ______, 1 
 

c. _____ 17, 18, 19, _______ 

 

Diary Dates 
 

Thursday 28th January 

 Forest Schools @ Hackney Downs 
 

Tuesday 2nd February  

 Reception Open Evening, 4.00-6.00pm 
 

Friday 5th February 

 NSPCC Number Day. Make a donation to 
come dressed as a number and enjoy Number 
Fun all day! 
 

Monday 8th February 

 Parent e-safety Workshops, 9.00-10.00 am 
and 5.00-6.00pm 

 

Tuesday 9th February 

 Safer Internet Day 
 

Thursday 11th February 

 Tea on the Terrace, 4.00-6.00pm. Join us for 
tea and a tour of our completed school! 
 

Friday 12th February 

 Bad Hair Day for GOSHH 

 Last day of Spring 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Home Learning Books 
All children should now have brought 
home their Home Learning Record. 
Please comment on the reading you do 
with your child over the course of the 
week and over the weekend. There is 
also space to comment on other aspects 
of learning at home – this can be 

anything 
from family 

trips to the zoo, swimming 
pool or supermarket, to 
baking experiments or 
imaginative play at home. Just 
let us know in a few short 
sentences the developments you are observing 
at home – we always like to use children’s own interests in 
our curriculum planning so the more we know, the better!  
Class teachers will comment in Home Learning Records 
every week, following book change day. 
  
Home-School Communication 
In addition to Home Learning Records and formal Parents’ 
Evenings, all Halley House School staff welcome 
opportunities to meet with parents and carers if you wish 
to discuss any questions or concerns. Appointments can 
be arranged through the school office for before or after 
the school day, to enable a bit more time for discussion - 
rather than a snatched few minutes for a quick query at 
drop off or collection! You can also arrange scheduled 
telephone calls with a member of staff if this more 
convenient than a face-to-face meeting.  In most 
instances, your first port of call is your child’s class teacher 
or (in the case of literacy) group lead. Office staff are also 
happy to direct you to the right member of staff if you are 
unsure. All email correspondence between staff and 
parents/carers continues to go through the Office 
account: office@halleyhouseschool.org.uk to maintain 
efficiency. Please do ask if you have any questions! 
 
E-Safety Reminder 

Thank you to all parents 
who have signed up for 
one of the e-Safety 
workshops on Monday 
8th February at 9.00am or 
5.00pm. If you haven’t 
already done so, do 
select one of the times 

and let your child’s class teacher, or the school office, 
know when you will be attending. As children become 
increasingly familiar with a range of devices and how to 
access the Internet, it really is important that we all know 
how to keep children safe online both at home and at 
school.  
 
 
 

A greener school… 
We would like to spruce up the front playground area on 
the Shacklewell Lane side of the building in the coming 
weeks. On Saturday 27th February, from 11am-2pm we 
will be holding a Halley House School ‘working party’ and 
we would be very grateful if parents, carers and Friends 
of Halley House could donate their time and some 
resources and join staff in making this area more 
stimulating for our children! There are lots of things we 
would like to do to transform this area, including 
erecting some trellis along the fence, building some 
planters for flowers and herbs and possibly creating a 
bug house… But we can’t do it without your support. 
More details will follow in subsequent newsletters, but 
in the meantime: 

a) Please keep Saturday 27th February over 
lunchtime free in your busy diaries! 

b) Sign up on the sheet in the front office if you can 
spare some time, resources and/or your DIY 
expertise – there will be lots of jobs to do! 

c) Persuade friends, families and neighbours to 
come along, too! 

Do let us know if you have any ideas for how to improve 
our playground – we will be asking children for their 
thoughts, too! 
 
Traversing Wall  
We are collectively delighted that our traversing wall is 
complete and children are now able to use it! Staff have 
explained to all children how to use this area safely and 
responsibly. You may already have noticed that the 
rubber crumb underneath the wall is thicker than the 
rest of the playground, to help counteract any slips or 
falls. Please remember that parents and carers (not staff) 
are responsible for supervising children on this 
equipment at drop off and collection times. 
 
Number Day 

 
Friday 5th Feb 2016 is NSPCC Number Day. It is a fun, 
nationwide maths fundraising event to help raise money 
to support the NSPCC. There will be lots of exciting 
number based activities planned for the day. We ask that 
the children give a donation of £1 and come to school on 
Number Day dressed in an outfit that links to numbers. 
You can be as creative as you like! Here are a few ideas 
to get you started… 
 
 
 
 
  
 

It’s sure to be a fundraising maths bonanza! 
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Spotlight on writing We are very proud of our children’s 
achievements in many areas – this week, 

have a look at some of their writing! 


