Newsletter
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March 2016
Web: www.halleyhouseschool.org.uk

Tel: 020 7504 0548

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House School,
Thank you to all our parents and carers who have already
signed up for parents’ evening appointments using our ebooking system – we are looking forward to seeing you all
next week and sharing the progress children have made.
In parallel with the extensive outdoor learning activities that
children embark upon, staff at Halley House have recently
undertaken a series of training sessions to deepen their
knowledge of the wide-ranging benefits of outdoor activities
for children (and adults!) We would really like to share our
enthusiasm with you, and have organised 2 parent
workshops on Tuesday 22nd March - we strongly encourage
all parents to attend one of these sessions. Children will be
visiting Clissold Park next week for a ‘Park Life’ workshop and
the warm up for our Sporty Spectacular for Sport Relief has
already begun! It promises to be another busy week ahead…!

Claire Syms
Scholastic Book Fair
Our first Scholastic Book Fair will be arriving on Thursday 17th
March and will be in school for a week – giving everyone
plenty of opportunities to snap up some great deals! If we
reach our school target of £300, we will get free books for the
school, so please do invite friends, family and neighbours
along, too! The fair will be open to
parents and carers every day after
school until Wednesday 23rd March,
from 3.30 until 4.15pm.
Happy Reading!

SUPER STARS!
Our Super Stars of The Week are:
Asteroid Class:

Rio
Alice
Comet Class:

Hailey
Camille
Well done for working so hard and
being such good role models!

Attendance & Punctuality
Asteroid Class

Comet Class

Attendance: 92.4%
Punctuality: 100.0%

Attendance: 80.0%
Punctuality: 97.9%

Diary Dates
Tuesday 8th March
 Little Stars Stay & Play, 9.00-11.00am
Monday 14th March
 Parents’ Evening, 3.00-6.30pm
Tuesday 15th March
 Reception trip to Clissold Park for ‘Park Life’
workshop, 12.00-3.00pm
Thursday 17th March
 Scholastic Book Fair opens
 Forest Schools @ Butterfield Green
Friday 18th March
 Wear red and compete in Halley House’s own
‘Try-athlon’ for Sport Relief!
Tuesday 22nd March
 Parent Outdoor Learning Workshops, 9.00am
and 5.00pm
Thursday 24th March
 Scholastic Book Fair closes
 End of Spring 2 – school finishes at 2pm.
Monday Mission!

This half term’s Missions are all about Changes. This week, we are
learning about how changes during cooking!
Practise some cooking or baking at home:
What do you notice changing as you add different ingredients?
Can you use any ‘wow words’ to describe the mixture?
What has changed when you take the mixture out of
the oven?

Chinese Artists’ Performance
Children were beautifully behaved on their visit to The
Petchey Academy last week to see the Chinese Artists’
Performance. Children have consistently upheld the
highest standards and expectations whilst representing
the school during off-site visits; staff from the academy
certainly agree, too!
“I am emailing to say a huge thank you for helping
organise and bring all the Halley House students to see the
Chinese show yesterday. The student’s presentation and
behaviour was impeccable and it was a real pleasure to see
them enjoying the experience. They were truly a fantastic
audience and adored by all staff and students at the
Petchey Academy. I am very much looking forward to
seeing them again and working with them for future
shared learning experiences.”
Mr. Joe Bensley, Head of Mandarin
Staff from Halley House were all very proud of our
children,
who
thoroughly
enjoyed
the
performance! Thank you to all our parents and carers for
your continued support in organising and facilitating these
trips; the children have so much fun – you just have to ask
to see Ricky’s imitation of the Chinese martial arts to see
that they loved it!

Recorders
Remember you can purchase
a recorder for practising at
home – they cost just £4 and
come with their own case and
instruction leaflet, too. Please make payments to the
school by BACS, and remember to send a screen shot to
the office email to ensure you receive your recorder!
Parents’ Evening
Appointment times have been released online and you
should now be able to select a slot for next Monday’s
Parents’ Evening. All parents and carers should have
received both paper and electronic (email) instructions
about how to access your parent account on Arbor and
how to select your appointment time. Additional copies
of letters are located on the Parent Board by the school
office and on the external noticeboard in the
playground. If you need any further help in securing your
appointment time, please do speak to the office who will
be able to advise you. Thank you to those parents that
have completed this already!

Recruitment for September 2016
We have a number of positions currently being
RWI Activities
advertised on our school website – take a look under the
Recently the children in Ms ‘Recruitment’ tab on www.halleyhouseschool.org.uk.
Lim’s RWI group have been You will also find all of our newsletters from this year
using their imaginations to under the ‘Parents’ tab.
design an alien pizza! Before
they decided which unusual New Forest Schools location & Parent Workshops
toppings to add to Pip’s pizza
We will be trialling a new venue
they became pizza chefs for the
for our outdoor adventures on
day and made their own! Luckily,
our next Forest School date,
despite some fantastic alien pizza
Thursday 17th March. We will be
ideas, no one decided to try any of
visiting Butterfield Green (see
these out on their own pizza
map below). Timings for the
creations!
afternoon will largely remain the
Miss Hutchinson's RWI group
same, although our journey time
were reading 'Grow your own
should be reduced - allowing for
radishes' last week and thought
even more outdoor learning! A
it would only be right if the letter with full details will be sent to parents this week
children had a go at planting ahead of our first excursion there. We hope to use this
their own radishes. The radishes
space throughout the
should be ready (fingers crossed) in about 3 weeks when
Summer term.
they can be taken home and enjoyed. The children then
wrote some very clear bullet point instructions about the
steps they took. They even used time connectives and
bossy verbs. See how many they can remember!
After reading about scrumptious egg and cress
sandwiches, Miss Heather’s group are also going to be
busy getting green-fingered this week – with growing their As a school, we are strongly committed to providing
own cress!
meaningful and valuable outdoor and independent
learning experiences – Miss Duarte is running 2 parent
Maths Homework – Number Match!
workshops on Tuesday 22nd March where you will be
Please see the attached ‘Number Match’ activity and able to find out more about our approach, as well as
instructions to try at home this week!
some ideas for home learning! Do come and join us!

World Book Day!

Children had a fantastic time dressing up as their
favourite characters and enjoying an interactive
‘Rainbow Fish’ workshop as part of World Book
Day 2016! WBD vouchers will be given out with
Book Fair information at Parents’ Evening – don’t
forget to use it in a participating bookshop!

