
    

 

                        

 

  

 

 

SUPER STARS! 
Our Super Stars of The Week are: 

 13/09/19  

Reception 
Asteroid      
Comet      

   
Eclipse  Abiel  Tazio   

Quasar  Hannah Ayuub   

   
Galaxy  Kayden Stella   

 

Hawking  Yen Maryam   

Herschel  Mya Freddie   

Einstein Jahzara  Ricky    

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House 
School, 
Welcome back to the start of a new school year! 
I hope you all had a restful and rejuvenating 
summer break and have enjoyed our first few 
days of the Autumn term. I have been delighted 
to see how well our new Reception cohort have 
settled into life at school, completing their first 
full day with us today! Our existing year groups 
have proven to be adept at easing back into the 
swing of things and helping new children learn 
the ropes, especially during play and lunch times 
– it’s fantastic to see our positive community 
ethos pervading the school.  We have a busy term 
ahead (as always!) and I hope you are able to join 
us in school for our parent workshops, family 
events, informal parents’ evening or even some 
volunteering with our children over the coming 
weeks! 

Claire Syms 

Newsletter 

Monday 16th 

September 2019   
 

Web: www.halleyhouseschool.org.uk         Tel: 020 7504 0548  

Attendance & Punctuality 
 

Week 
Beginning 

2nd September 9th September 

Class Attendance Punctuality Attendance Punctuality 

Comet 93.1% 100% 91% 100% 

Eclipse 92.8% 100% 92.8% 100.% 

Quasar 98.7% 99.3% 98.7% 99.3% 

Galaxy 
100% 100.% 100 100% 

Hawking 98.9% 98.9% 98.9% 98.9% 

Herschel 92.7% 97.9% 92.7% 96.6% 

Einstein  
91.7% 98.6% 91.7% 99.4% 

 
Good attendance and punctuality is imperative in ensuring 
your child gets the most out of their school experience.  
School starts promptly at 8.55am, when the playground 
gates will close. If you need to enter through the front doors 
after this time it means your child is late. Most classes have 
started the year really well in terms of punctuality so do keep 
it up! 
 
 

 

Monday Missions 
Reception: Reception are having a big focus on recognising and 

writing our own names! Help us to practise writing our names when 

we draw or paint when we are at home! 

 

Year 1: In Maths, we have been exploring different ways of 

making the number 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. Can you make those 

numbers using three or four different numbers? 

Our topic this half term is ‘Ourselves’. Can you draw and label a 

picture of your family for a show and tell in class? 

  

Year 2: We are solving problems to do with place value. Can you 

find my mystery number?  I am thinking of a number that is greater 

than 60 but less than 80. My number has 6 tens. My ones digit is 

three greater than my tens digit. What is my number?  

Write your own number problem for the class.  

Year 3: We are focusing on rivers around the world. Can you 

research a major river and create a fact file to share in class?

  

 

 



Joiners and Leavers 
After a fantastic year in Reception, we were sad to say 
goodbye to Noureen Raheem at the end of the Summer 
term. Noureen has promised to stay in touch and I am 
sure this year’s Eclipse class (last year’s Asteroid) will be 
particularly pleased when she does pop back! 
This year we are delighted to welcome Toby Oxford, 
Deputy Headteacher; Harmash Kaur, Reception 
Teaching Assistant; and Can Ceren, Year 1 (Eclipse) 
Teaching Assistant to the team! Hopefully you will have 
already had chance to say hello at drop off or collection. 

In other staffing news, we are also thrilled that both 
Katanya Findlay (Admin Assistant) and Natasha 
Scarborough (Extended Schools Lead) secured 
permanent roles for their positions, following fixed term 
contracts last year.  This year, Natasha will also be on 
hand during Breakfast Club each morning, from 7.30-
8.30am. Rob Challens stays with us this term as a PE & 
Sports Coach on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Developing our PE & Sports provision is one of our school 
priorities for this year, and he has already started having 
an impact with his action plan – we are so pleased he is 
still at Halley! Emma Foster is splitting her time across 
two BPET schools this year, Kilburn Grange and Halley 
House. Emma continues as Maths and Thinking Schools 
Lead, as well as holding teaching responsibilities in Year 
2. She is also our Innovation Lead. We welcome back Tali 
Khanom following her maternity leave, who will be in 
school Wednesdays-Fridays this year. Tali was dearly 
missed by all last year, and it has been fantastic to see 
such enthusiasm from our families when welcoming her 
back!   
 
Extended Schools 
Clubs have started today and we are very excited to have 

children from all different year groups signed up to 

different activities this term. The children have 

expressed how excited they are to start their new clubs, 

although they had lots of fun in our free flow provision 

over the last week and a half. Chidlren are really looking 

forward to the adventures ahead in our fun and enriched 

Autumn clubs! If you haven’t signed up already, please 

do check which clubs have some availability left and grab 

a space before they are all filled! 

 

Uniform  

Please remember that full school unform 

must be worn. We are rightly proud of our 

very smart uniform and there are always 

compliments when children are out and about in the 

community. The school coat and bags (rucksack and 

book bag) are compulsory. 

Site development 
We have a new Year 4 classroom on 
the first floor this year – children in 
Einstein are already settling in and 
making the most of their new 
space. We also have a new ‘play 
room’ on the second floor, Solar, 
which is being used during 
lunchtimes for table tennis (we 
have 2 new tables!) and as an After 
School Club base. During the course 
of the Summer holidays, we were also incredibly 
fortunate to have the absolutely fantastic, colourful 
addition to our outdoor area in the form of the mural on 
the corner of the building. Following graffiti workshops 
and design ideas with last year’s Year 2 and Year 3 
classes, Graffiti Life completed the artwork during July as 
a community project. It has already proved to be a 
wonderful talking point for both children and adults 
alike. Special thanks to Rosie, Artemas’s (Y1) mum, for 
proposing and coordinating the project – it really does 
bring a whole new dimension to our building!  
 
Jeans for Genes Day     
On Friday September 20th, 2019, we 
will be taking part in ‘Jeans for Genes Day’. This is our 
chance to don the denim for the day, for just £2, to help 
to raise money for the many thousands of children in the 
UK with Genetic Disorders. Money raised will go towards 
much needed research and support for these children 
and families. To find out more please visit their webpage 
https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/  
We can’t wait to see if Mr McDonald extends it this year 
to triple denim!   
 
Year 2 Maths  
We have already been extremely 
busy in Year 2 learning about how to 
partition and compare two-digit 
numbers. We have explored the tens 
and ones in many numbers and used 
this to help us compare numbers. We made the numbers 
using dienes and bead strings. Then we recorded our 
ideas using greater than and less than symbols. Can you 
help us to make two-digit numbers at home?   
   
The Wickers Charity  
We are delighted to announce 
that we will be continuing to 
work with The Wickers Charity 
throughout this academic year. Sam Bosede will be 
working closely with staff and children to ensure our 
children feel safe in our community.  The Wickers Charity 
host various events for young people. This includes free 
football training sessions in conjunction with Just Ball FC 
for children from 8 years old. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for our children to become involved with. 
Please see their website or speak to Ms Foster for 
further information:  https://wickers.org.uk/new-events  

https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/
https://wickers.org.uk/new-events


SchoolsBuddy  

We have implemented our new 

Booking and Payment system and as 

we are sure you can appreciate it is a 

learning curve for us all. There have 

been a few teething problems but we are working really 

hard to resolve these. At the moment there is no option 

to save card details and book in bulk, however we have 

taken on board early feedback and already gone back to 

SchoolsBuddy to see if this can be amended so that the 

system works as well as it possibly can for us as a school.  

We will of course keep you udated with any 

developments!  We have had some really positive 

feedback about the preference system when booking 

clubs and it has been great to see parents and carers 

already becoming increasingly familiar with how to use 

the system.  Please do see Natasha in the school office if 

you have any questions or feedback.  

 

Year 4 Literacy  
To kick off the year in 
literacy, we have been 
reading a story all about 
Jesse Owens. The children 
have been doing their own 
research to share their 
most interesting facts. Working collaboratively, they 
were able to independently present their findings; some 
groups chose drama, newspaper reports or a poster. 
They loved it!  
 
Arbor for Parents and Carers 
Arbor will soon be set up to show the children’s 
behaviour through the week. You will be able to see if 
your child has ended the day on ‘green’ and the the 
reasons why, as well as any negative incidents. You will 
automatically get an email if your child has received Star 
of the Week. 
Please do ensure you have your Arbor logins to keep 
track of your child’s brilliant work, along with the correct 
contact details on our school system. If you need a 
reminder of your Arbor login or need to change any 
details, please see a member of office staff. 

 

Curriculum Workshops 
Curriculum workshops for all year groups will be held in 
classrooms on Tuesday 17th September, 4.15-5.15pm.  
There will be a short presentation to outline curriculum 
coverage and expectations for the year group, as well as 
an opportunity to ask any questions, meet other parents 
and carers and have an informal conversation with your 
child’s teacher. Please do come along if you can! 
 
Drop off and Collection 
Thank you for your patience last week as we rearranged 
lining up drop off and collection points for years 1, 3 and 
4. This is to ease congestion (particularly going into 
school in the mornings) as different year groups follow 
slightly different routes around the building. Year 1 now 
line up at the back of the playground by the climbing 
frame and Year 3 and Year 4 classes are on the astro turf 
at the front. 

 
Petchey PE, Timetables & 
Volunteers  
We have recently been able to 

confirm a weekly PE slot with the Petchey Academy, who 
continue to offer us fantastic support for our outdoor 
learning and sports provision with use of their facilities. 
Year 2 and Year 4 classes will be going to Petchey at 
1.30pm on Fridays (starting this Friday) this term.  We 
are looking to rotate this for other year groups during 
the Spring and Summer terms, as well as considering an 
additional time slot. Year 3 will be regularly accessing the 
Hindle House ball court for outdoor PE this term and 
Year 1 are utilising our hall space for indoor PE.  As a 
result of the Petchey PE slot, there will be some further 
changes to timetables, which will be shared as soon as 
possible this week. We still require volunteers to sign up 
for our various off-site activities, including PE, so please 
do speak to your child’s class teacher if you can offer any 
time – it is always hugely appreciated. 
 
 Lunch time  
Last week Reception were invited to stay for lunch! They 
all seemed to 
thoroughly enjoy 
their lunch and all 
the children have 
demonstrated 
impeccable table 
manners. Well 
done Comet 
class!  
 
FOHH Updates 
Keep an eye out in our next newsletter for a special 
update page from our wonderful Friends of Halley House 
(FOHH), including details of our most successful 
fundraising (by a considerable margin!) at our summer 
fete in July! 
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DIARY DATES 

Autumn 1 2019 

Monday 2nd September   INSET Day. Children not in school. 

Tuesday 3rd September  INSET Day. Children not in school. 

Wednesday 4th September 
 First day of Autumn 1 for all. 

 New Reception children start at 9.15am. 

 Reception children finish at 12 noon 

Thursday 5th September  Breakfast Club starts for Y1-Y4 

Monday 9th September 
 Breakfast Club open to all  

 Reception children finish at 1pm this week 

Monday 16th September 
 All Extended Services commence, including After School Clubs 

 Reception children in all day 

Thursday 17th September  Curriculum workshops, all year groups, 4.15-5.15pm 

Friday 20th September  Jeans for Genes Day - £2 charity contribution 

Tuesday 24th September  TRIP/VISIT – Year 3 – River Thames Boat Trip 

Wednesday 25th September  Open Morning, Admissions 2020, 9.15-10.15am 

Thursday 26th September 
 Celebration Assembly moved to Thursday for this week (Macmillan Coffee 

Morning), 8.55-9.15am 

Friday 27th September  Macmillan Coffee Morning, all welcome, 9.00-10.30am 

Thursday 3rd October  
 TRIP/VISIT – Year 4 Einstein Class trip – Natural History Museum 

 Let’s Count! Day 

Friday 4th October  Focussed Adviser Visits to school, Nick & Sinead 

Monday 7th October  Writing Weeks start, all classes Y1-4 

Wednesday 9th October 
 Open Morning, Admissions 2020, 9.15-10.15am 

 TRIP/VISIT – Year 3 – Hindu Temple 

 Local Advisory Board Meeting, 6-8pm 

Thursday 10th October  Informal Parents’ Evening, 4.15-6pm 

Monday 14th October  Arts Week & The Big Draw 

Wednesday 16th October  Black History Month Event, all welcome, 3.45-7.45pm 

Friday 18th October 
 Focussed Adviser Visit to school, Helen 

 Reception Family Tea Party, 2.15-3.30pm 

 End of Autumn 1. School finishes at normal time; ASC still running. 

 


