
    

 

                        

 

  

 

 

  
SUPER STARS! 

Our Super Stars of The Week are: 

 08/11/19 15/11/19 

Reception 

Comet  Jahmore Abraham Remy Archie W  

KS1 

Eclipse  Raemario  Wilfred  Ibrahim  Korree 

Quasar  Jasper Grace   

Galaxy    Zion-Levi Navea 

KS2 

Hawking  Maryam  Mon’Ay Ebube Archie  

Herschel  Keziah  Lizzie Victoria  Joshua 

Einstein Oscar  Kairon  Yvonne  Tiamee 
 

Well done to everyone being such good role models by 
showing our school values and trying your best! 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House 
School, 
Thank you to everyone for their generous efforts 
with our fundraising for Children in Need! We 
raised a fantastic amount and children had a 
great time wearing something yellow and 
throwing sponges at Mr Oxford!  Children were 
also thoughtful in their reflections about others 
who made need our help and support, and for the 
people and things in our own lives for which we 
should be grateful. It is always lovely to observe 
our school community showing such maturity and 
kindness. As always, there is lot happening over 
the next fortnight so keep an eye out for our mid-
week reminder email as well as our diary dates 

page so you don’t miss anything!  Claire Syms 

Attendance & Punctuality 
 

Week 
Beginning 

4th November 11th November 

Class Attendance Punctuality Attendance Punctuality 

Comet 97.8% 99.2% 96.7% 99.7% 

Eclipse 94.3% 97.7% 96.5% 97.7% 

Quasar 97.3% 99.6% 96.4% 99.6% 

Galaxy 
99.3% 98.9% 97.5% 99.6% 

Hawking 93.3% 97.9% 96.0% 100% 

Herschel 98.7% 97.3% 98.7% 95.9% 

Einstein  
98.1% 98.5% 99.3% 98.9% 

 
Well done to Galaxy and Einstein for their attendance over 
the last fortnight, and to Hawking for a perfect punctuality 
score last week! Punctuality overall is looking much better, 
so do keep it up! Please ensure you carefully check term 
dates throughout the year so that holidays are not booked 
during term time – we break up for the Christmas holidays 
on Friday 20th December at 2pm. 
 

 

Monday Missions 
 

Reception: We are reading ‘Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears’ in topic this week and will be exploring 

different materials and describing them with WOW 

words such as ‘fluffy’ and ‘smooth’. Can you find and 

describe the texture of some objects in your home?  

 
 

Year 1 

In Science we have been talking about the properties 

of materials. Can you test which materials at home are 

soft, rigid, transparent and waterproof.  

Year 2  

Year two have been learning about healthy eating and 

which plants or parts of a plant we can eat. Keep a food 

diary of all the plants you eat. What part of the plant 

were you eating?   

Year 3 

Please refer to the Homework Passport 

Year 4 

This week we’re learning about our teeth; how to keep 

them healthy and comparing them to some animals. 

Can you name any of the teeth we have in a labelled 

diagram? 

 

 

Newsletter 

Monday 18th 

November 2019   
 

Web: www.halleyhouseschool.org.uk         Tel: 020 7504 0548  



Extended Schools Stars of the Week 
We have introduced Stars of the Week for our Extended 
Schools provision, for children showcasing our HALLEY values, 
exemplary behaviour or fantastic effort. Our first winners are 
below! Well done to all! 

ASC Child’s Name  

Art Ottoline YR 

Cooking Ella Y1 

Sewing Hannah Y1 

Creative Writing Freya Y2 

Maths Ela Y3 
  

Staffing update 
A formal welcome to our fantastic two new apprentices, 
Abdou Jeng and Katie Hogwood. Abdou is a Sports Coach 
apprentice and is working across the school leading PE 
sessions with Mr Challens and supporting in class throughout 
the week. Katie is a Teaching Assistant apprentice and is 
working in Reception, leading phonics groups and helping our 
children make the most of our great EYFS provision along with 
the rest of the team! They are both wonderful additions to our 
growing team – if you have not had chance to say hello yet, 
please do! Ms Lim is returning from maternity leave at the 
start of December, when she will resume her Assistant Head 
and SENDCO roles. Ms Ashley will continue as Deputy SENDCO 
and Ms Andrew will continue with her KS1 Phase Leader 
responsibilities from January – a huge thank you to both for 
capably assuming key responsibilities during Ms Lim’s 
absence. 
 

Formal Parents Evening  
Due to the number of potential ten-minute appointments YR, 
Y1, Y2 & Y4 Parents’ Evening will be split over two evenings, 
on both 11th and 12th December 2019. There will be 15 ten-
minute slots on each evening. As usual, appointments are 
booked via Arbor. Y3 Parents’ Evening will take place on 
Wednesday the 11th.  After School Clubs will run as normal.  
Please do speak to a member of office staff if you have any 
difficulties booking via Arbor.     
 

Christmas Performances  
Years 2, 3 and 4 are combining for an end of term performance 
this year. Their performances will take place on Thursday 12th 
December.  Reception and Y1 will be performing on Friday 13th 
December. There will be two performances on each day, one 
at 10am and one at 2pm. Tickets will be available from the 
office. The tickets are free but will be limited to 4 tickets per 
family due to space. Do come along to support with your best 
singing voices and enthusiastic clapping!  
 

JusBall                                                     
We are extremely excited to be able to offer 
sports therapy sessions for children through 
JusBall. Selected children will work with 
professional coaches to develop their motor 
skills and use sport as an outlet for their emotions. Jusball also 
offer bespoke football coaching and run training sessions three 
times a week in Hackney. JusBall are passionate about working 
with our community and offer a unique form of football 
training! Please see their website for further details or contact 
Ms Foster.  

School Parliament elections 
Last week children were hard at work on the 
election trail, putting up posters and making 
speeches. We spoke about making the choice to 
vote and why it is important.  

Fantastically, during lunch 
on Thursday we had huge 
numbers of children 
voting at our polling 
station in the lunch hall. 

There 
was a 

real buzz 
about the 
event and 
the children 
were so 
engaged – 
many coming in from the 
playground saying ‘I want to 

vote’. A massive well done to all the children who 
took part and we can’t wait to hear the results 
announced this week! 
 

Art 
It has been a very 

busy term in the 

ART Room! This term’s topic is Ourselves, and we 

have been covering our core art topics colour, line, 

pattern and form with drawing and painting based 

on ourselves and what we like. This week we will 

be drawing trainers with biro and working on form 

and 3d rendering. We have been inspired by Keith 

Herring, and have held Lego in our hands, 

practiced looking at and drawing line and used 

coloured ink. In Art Club we have been looking at 

and using a range of materials, such as charcoal, 

pencil, acrylic, water colours and more! For Arts 

week we created a shared work of a centipede - a 

Big Draw for all of us – which is still to have the 

head added so watch this space! In the playground 

we been working on all kinds of drawing and 

making projects led by the children's interests - 

including drawing paint brushes. We have also had 

amazing help from Ms Ginette and enjoyed the 

donation of art materials from Sutton House! 

 

Year 4 – Choctastic! 
Year 4 had a wonderful time 
visiting the Chocolate Factory. 
We were able to make our own chocolate and 
travel back in time to find out where chocolate 

orginated. We even learnt a 
very interesting fact about 
white chocolate. If you’re 
intrigued to find out, just ask a 

member from Einstein!  



iChild Parent Survey 
Following our ‘Let’s Count’ work in school in preparation for 
the Census in 2021, iChild have also sent a parent survey. 
Please do participate, as not only could you win £100 of M&S 
vouchers for yourself, but the school could also get £100 of 
school equipment! Your feedback will help shape an important 
education programme that we took part in recently, for 2021. 
Complete the quick survey here: 
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5305927/census 
Thank you! 
 
Christmas Card Project  
Just a reminder that today is the last chance for ordering your 
Christmas cards. The portal closes at midnight tonight so get 
ordering! 
 
Maths is 4 times better in Einstein! 

In maths, Einstein have 
been tackling short 
multiplication. We have 

been 
working very hard use our 
mental maths strategies to 
solve multiplying a 3-digit 
number by a 1-digit number.  
 
What else have Year 4 been up to… 
In science, are learning all about the 
digestive system. We conducted the an 
experiment to understand how the 
digestive system works – it was quite 
disgusting! Can you guess what each piece 
of equpiment represents? 
Plastic bag, cup of water, Coca cola, 
stocking, Weetabix, washing up liquid 
 

During our Outdoor Learning Day, we 
linked our learning to our literacy 
text, Romeo and Juilet. We were 
focussing on connections and why 
connections are important. We 
looked at different ways we connect 
to nature, our environment and the 
people around us. We later 

represented our connections using natural resources. We had 
a blast!    
Maintaining a positive mindset is 
sometimes a challenge but here at Halley 
House we take our challenges, head on, 
starting every week with a little meditation. 
We take the time to close our eyes and look 
on the inside: how do we feel? Why do we choose the things 
we choose? What strategies can I use to help me concentrate 

when I’m learning? 
 
When there’s a time you get 
overwhelmed, take some time 
to reflect, breathe and just stop. 

Children in Need 

Thank you to everyone who donated towards our 
Children in Need fundraising. We raised an 
fantastic £245.94 with £91 of that coming from the 
throwing of sponges! Thanks again for this extra 
that you donated, all of the throwers had a great 
time and the rest of the class enjoyed cheering 
them on!  

Admissions September 2020 
Don’t forget to share our Open Morning dates 
with friends, family and neighbours for families 
with children starting Reception in September 
2020! Our existing families will always be our 
biggest advocates – thank you for your support!  
 

Y1 – outdoor maths! 
During our weekly session of outdoor adventures, 
we continued to apply our learning in maths to the 
outdoors by counting on from sets of 10 using 
things that the children found an abundance of… 
LEAVES! The children continued to use wonderful 
vocabulary relating to the topic and worked 
together to make different numbers, making sure 
to group 10s if the number of leaves they used 
made it possible! Be sure to quiz them at home or 
out and about to test their ability to make groups 
of 10 and count onwards!  
 

Hour of Code 
At Halley House we 
encourage the 
children to take 
ownership of 
elements of their 
own learning. As we 
have introduced a new scheme of work to help us 
deliver the computing curriculum, I thought it 
would be fun for the children to have a go at some 
simple coding at home. If you log on to the ‘Hour 
of Code’ website:  
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn there are lots of 
different activities for all year groups that 
introduce the idea of coding from the movement 
of simple sprites on screen to fully formed games. 
Have a go and see what you can make! Have fun! 

https://ichild-updates.co.uk/40SI-Z8I4-2WW11B-LWMK3-1/c.aspx
https://hourofcode.com/uk/learn


FOHH 
A warm hello from the FOHH. Less than 2 weeks to go until our fabulous Winter Fair Workshop 

Sale on Saturday 30 November 2019. Come along to get amazing deals and enjoy a day of 

festive treats, warming soups, great bargains and all in aid to raise money for the school’s PE 

equipment. All are welcome! There are still load of ways that you can get involved and support. 

We always need more hands so any help you can give will be greatly received! 

 

Ways that you can get involved: 

 

1. If you know anyone that would like to buy a table at our winter sale please email Catherine (Martha Yr 3) 

on info@catherinetough.co.uk 

2. Your time! Can you volunteer for a couple of hours on Friday 29th November at 5pm or Saturday 30Th 

November from 10am? Volunteer slots are 10am-12pm, 12pm-2pm and 2pm-4pm. The Winter Fair 

Workshop sale starts at 10  All arts and crafts activities for children will start at midday and finish at 4pm. 

3. Can you bake or shop up a storm? We want your favourite festive bakes for our Festive Bakes stall. Is there 

a particular bake that makes you think of and give you all the feels of Christmas? If so please do donate your 

store bought or homemade bakes to our bake stall. All donations need to be brought in on Friday 29 

November 2019. If you are baking products please do remember to label all ingredients clearly and ensure 

that all bakes are nut/chickpea/strawberry free. Please also make clear if products contain alcohol. 

4. Are you more of a savoury specialist? If so can you make soup? 100 cups worth for our hot food stall? We 

would love to be able to offer a veggie option and a meat option. If this sounds like something you would 

like to do please let someone from the committee know. 

5. Raffle donations: we are still accepting toys, alcohol, beauty / restaurant vouchers and long life food. Please 

do bring your donations to the school.  

6. Most importantly - Come along to the fair, bring your kids, friends, neighbours – join the community, meet 

fellow parents and carers. Enjoy the day, pick up a bargain, enjoy homemade treats, make crafts to take 

home, drink mulled wine, eat minced pies and play games. It is a fun event for everyone to take part in and 

enjoy.  

 

Easy Fundraising 

Don’t forget to sign up to Easyfundraising – a super simple way of raising money for the school by shopping online.  

Help support us by registering at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/halleyhouseschf/   

So far we have raised £368.31 with the help of 63 supporters. It would be fantastic if we could get to 100 by the 

end of the month. We challenge every teacher, teaching assistant, parent and carer to sign up, it is free and easy 

and you earn the school money while you shop on line. Easy win for all of us. All money goes directly to the 

Enrichment fund. 

 

Recycled Uniform Shop 

To date we have made approximately £250 from selling pre-owned uniforms, so a big thank you to everyone who 

has used the service so far! We would love more people to use the service, so if you are  in need of uniform items 

please do consider our shop. You can find us on the uniform section on the Halley House webpage under recycled 

uniform. If you need assistance in finding an item, feel free to email Tal (Amalya Y1) on drorister@gmail.com.  

In addition, we want to encourage everyone to contribute uniform that you are no longer in need of. At the moment 

we are especially after blazers and school coats in larger sizes (year 2 and above), but any contribution would be 

really welcomed. 

Please note that we only take items in very good condition with little or no signs of wear.  Recycling uniform is great 

for the environment and even better for the pockets so do bear us in mind when you’re in need of replacement 

items. 

Lastly the next FOHH meeting will be at 9am on Friday 6 December – we will have coffee and a pastry if you’re lucky 

so join us and help us plan other exciting projects during the rest of the school year. 

 

mailto:info@catherinetough.co.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/halleyhouseschf/
mailto:drorister@gmail.com


  

DIARY DATES 

Autumn 2 2019 

Monday 18th November 
 Road Safety Week starts 

 Deadline for Christmas Project ordering! 

Wednesday 20th November 
  Beep, Beep! Day – Wear something stripy and donate £2 to Brake (Road 

Safety charity) 

Thursday 21st November  
 Last day of book fair – morning only 

 BPET Trustee Visit, 12.30pm 

Monday 25th November   Hackney Learning Trust Keeping in Touch Visit, 8.30-10.30am 

Wednesday 27th November  Open Morning, Admissions 2020, 9.15-10.15am 

Saturday 30th November  Winter Crafts & Shopping event, 10am-4pm 

Monday 2nd December   Local Advisory Board Meeting, 6-8pm 

Friday 6th December  FOHH Meeting, 9am 

Monday 9th December   TRIP/VISIT YR St Barnabas church (TBC) 

Wednesday 11th December 
 Open Morning, Admissions 2020, 9.15-10.15am 

 Formal Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm (All year groups) Day 1 of 2 

 TRIP/VISIT Y1 Museum of Childhood  

Thursday 12th December   Formal Parents’ Evening, 4-7pm (YR, Y1, Y2, Y4) Day 2 of 2 

 Y2, Y3 & Y4 Christmas Performances, 10am and 2pm 

Friday 13th December  YR & Y1 Christmas Performances, 10am and 2pm 

Monday 16th December  TRIP/VISIT – Scrooge  Performance @ Petchey Academy, YR and Y1 

Tuesday 17th December  TRIP/VISIT – Scrooge  Performance @ Petchey Academy, Y2, Y3 and Y4 

Thursday 19th December 
 Christmas Lunch in school! 

 Christmas Jumper Day – donate £2 for book gifts for all 

Friday 20th December  Last day of Autumn term. School finishes at 2pm. Non-uniform day. 

 

Spring 1 2020 

Friday 3rd January 2020  INSET Day, children not in school          

Monday 6th January  INSET Day, children not in school 

Tuesday 7th January  First day of Spring 1; all extended provision starts 

 


