
   
 

   
 

    

 

                        

 

  

 
  

  
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House 
School, 
It always amazes me how quickly we seem to get to 
the final half term of the year! We have a very busy 
5 weeks ahead and, along with the sunshine, are 
very much enjoying the resumption of swimming 
lessons and outdoor trips for some classes. Whilst 
yesterday’s announcement means we are unable 
to host our usual end of year fete/BBQ celebrations 
in July, we have moved the date to September 
when we can hopefully simultaneously 
acknowledge this academic year’s many 
achievements, and welcome in the new! We have 
a lot of people to thank in this edition of our 
newsletter, with impactful donations of time, 
money or resources; a lovely, positive 
representation of our community reach and 
involvement, and thoroughly appreciated by 
everyone in school. Thank you! Wishing you all an 
enjoyable week ahead,  

           Claire Syms 

Newsletter 

Monday 14th  June 

2021 
 

Web: www.halleyhouseschool.org.uk         Tel: 020 7504 0548  

Monday Missions 

Reception   
This week we have been worried as one of our shapes 
has gone missing! We can’t seem to find ‘pentagon’ 
anywhere. Maybe you could make a missing poster, 
explaining what it looks like, to encourage everyone to 
keep an eye out for it…. And if you spot it, then please 
let me know (especially if it was pretending to be an 
everyday object!)  
 
Year 1  
Topic - We are currently covering seasons in Topic. Can 
you create a collage of images of yourself in different 
seasons explaining why they are different from each 
other? This may include how the environment looks, 
what you are wearing or eating in that specific season.  
Maths - We are going to recap our number bonds to 10 
in Maths. Can you create a game that can help with 
memorising number bonds to ten? 
 
Year 2  
Our country for Hispanic week is Peru! What can you find 
out about Peru? Where is it? What food do people eat 
there? What is Peru’s population? Does it have any 
famous landmarks? Share any fun facts 
you found with the rest of Year 2! 

 

 

 

SUPER STARS! 
Our Super Stars of The Week are: 

 24/05/2021 07/06/2021 

Reception 

Comet  Ayen  
Nyrah  

Dylan  
Etienne  

Amir  
Jasper  

Ahlani 
Raphael 

Key Stage 1 

Eclipse  Zachary  Sarah   Eli  Nael  

Cosmos  Ezra  Leonard  Amelie   Kaliyah 

Galaxy  Mia  Dottie  Charles   Niyah 

Key Stage 2 

Hawking   Elif  Zion   Sienna  Tsubame  

Einstein Martha  Kamden  Archie  Joshua  

Jemison Alicja  Anna  La’vae Sarah 

 

Well done to everyone for being such good role models by 
showing our school values and trying your best!  

 

Attendance & Punctuality 
Week 
Beginning 

 24th May 2021 7th June 2021 

Class Attendance Punctuality Attendance Punctuality 

Comet 
87% 90.3% 96.3% 96.7% 

Eclipse 87.1% 88.9% 98.6% 98.6% 

Galaxy - - 100% 100% 

Cosmos 
- - 100% 100% 

Hawking 93.8% 93.8% 94.6% 94.6% 

Einstein 
95.2% 97.2% 97.1% 98.5% 

Jemison 89.6% 91.8% 95.5% 96.6% 

Well done to Einstein, and Cosmos and Galaxy for their 
attendance, and particularly to our Y2s who were clearly 
excited to be back in school! 
 



   
 

   
 

Primary Science Quality Mark (PSQM)  
Just before half term, we  
received fantastic news 
that Halley House School 
has been awarded our 
first Primary Science 
Quality Mark (PSQM)! 
PSQM is a year-long 

programme that helps schools to achieve a quality mark, 
showcasing that science is taught effectively at Halley 
House. Receiving this award would have not been possible 
without the amazing support from all children, staff and 
parents. Despite the challenges faced during both 
lockdowns, we have come back more eager to learn about 
the world around us! We look forward to expanding our 
love for science even more next year through science 
events at school. Our PSQM moderator commented: 

“Science provision at Halley House is developing at a good 
pace. Practical and investigative work seems well 
embedded, and you draw on an impressive range of 
teaching and learning strategies. Even in this most 
challenging of years you have provided the children with 
an enriched experience of science – your provision of home 
learning looks wonderful. … Many congratulations on all 
you have achieved, including your richly deserved PSQM. 
Please be very proud of all the wonderful outcomes you 
have initiated.” 

Hispanic week  
In the week commencing the 28th June we will be 
celebrating Hispanic week. Children will be doing activities 
across the curriculum to investigate and celebrate the 
Hispanic world. On Monday 28th June, all children are 
invited to come to school wearing the colours of their year 
group’s assigned countries. These are. 
 
YR – Spain (red and yellow) 
Y1 – Mexico (green, white and red) 
Y2 – Peru (red and white) 
Y3 – Argentina (blue, white and yellow) 
Y4 – Ecuador (yellow, blue and red) 
Y5 – Cuba (red, white, blue) 
 
On the day, children will also be participating in a Hackney 
wide live stream of La Bamba, a Mexican folk song which 
they are already working hard on in their music lessons. If 
you have any specific knowledge or skills relating to any of 
these countries and could support one of the year groups 
during this week, please let the office or year group team 
know!  

     
 

HHS Nursery Class 

 
As you will have seen from our recent emailed update, our 

plans continue to take shape for our first nursery provision 

from September 2021. Following many initial expressions 

of interest in places for our first cohort, parents and carers 

will shortly be invited to confirm this intention and 

proceed with registration and enrolment processes! In the 

meantime, we continue to advertise for our Nursery 

Manager – as with all our staff vacancies, details are on 

our website and available from our school office, so please 

do signpost the role if you are aware of anyone who may 

be interested! 

 

Year 3 

This week we have been working 

incredibly hard in maths learning 

about right angle turns! We had great 

fun using Purple Mash to create instructions to make right 

angled shapes and made our own right angle measurers 

using paper to find which objects around the school have 

right angles. In literacy, we were tasked with writing a 

persuasive letter to Ms Syms so that we can have a fire 

workshop with Miss Shiels at the end of this half term and 

have started exploring a new text 

called ‘I was a Rat’. For Science, we 

have started to explore our 

skeletons, working in groups to 

create our own life-sized drawings 

of a human skeleton and have begun to investigate the 

location and role of some of our organs. As we were 

discussing the importance of our organs, it created a 

wonderful P4C question from a member 

of our class: Which organ is the most 

important – the brain or the heart? The 

answers were varied around the 

classroom, with the class finally deciding 

at the end of the lesson that the brain is 

the most important organ we have. 

Superb work this week Year 3! 

 

Comet Class 

Comet Class had their first swimming 

lesson this week and all of the adults were 

blown away with the children’s behaviour. 

Everyone remembered to listen to the 

coach’s instructions, stayed safe when travelling on the 

bus and when we were in the water, got changed quickly 

and sensibly and were so confident in the water that a lot 

of fun was had! We are all very exicted about going again!  



   
 

   
 

Year 2 
We have had a busy and fun-filled start to our last half 

term in Year 2! We have started our 
‘Down Under’ topic though the book 
‘Where the Forest Meets the Sea’ and 
compared the physical features on 
the Daintree Rainforest in Australia 
with Dartmoor in the UK. We have 
begun exploring Buddhism in RE, 
with our topic all about Wesak. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed being 
active during PE lessons, making a 
splash during swimming lessons 
and sunny Outdoor Adventures. A 
huge thank you to all the parents 
who support us when we go off 
site, we couldn’t do it without you!   
 
Swimming contributions 
Sincere thanks to our parents and carers for your 
contributions to swimming lessons this half term, 
including families who generously contributed additional 
payments. It means we have now been able to secure the 
remainder of our lessons this term at the pool for all our 
year groups, which is fantastic news for our children. If 
you have yet to make a contribution and are able to, the 
item is still available in SchoolsBuddy. Your support is very 
much appreciated by all! 
 
Maths Whizz   
Thanks to the concerted efforts 
of Catherine (Isla, Y4), we were 
put in touch with Joanna in the 
Community Investment 
department at Linklaters, who 
subsequently agreed to fund 
access to Maths Whizz for Years 
2-6 for the next academic year, 
through a fabulous one-off 
donation of £5000. Maths Whizz 
have provided almost three 
months’ worth of free access so 
that we can get started straight away in June! It means 
children will also be able to access the summer Maths 
Whizz challenge (more details will be shared on this in the 
coming weeks, including arrangements for parent 
information sessions). You may recall that Year 4 and Year 
5 took part in a recent Trust-wide free trial period, and we 
have been delighted at how well this has been received. 
Children currently in Years 1-3 will be introduced to the 
programme in school this half term so that they can 
familiarise themselves with it ahead of the the summer 
holidays and the next academic year. Parent webinars will 
also be available. A massive thank you to Catherine, 
Linklaters and Maths Whizz!  

Makaton Club – A ROARing good time!  

Over the last six weeks, the children in Makaton have been 

learning to finger spell and sign key words, putting 

together simple sentences. We have also been learning to 

‘sing and sign’ along to Katy Perry’s ‘Roar’. It has been so 

much fun to learn and make the 

performance even more special, 

we added some face paints! What 

an amazing performace, Ms 

Ashley and Ms Kaur were very 

proud! 

 
Marcus Rashford Book Club 
Our Year 3 Marcus Rashford Book 
club order arrived this week and 
children cannot wait to start 
reading the books and completing 
the activities! Marcus has teamed 
up with publisher Macmillan Children’s and Magic 
Breakfast to distribute the books to schools across the 
country. As well as his inspiring campaigns to end child 
hunger, Rashford is also an exponent of reading for 
pleasure: “Everyone is aware of my experiences with 
breakfast club - it brightened up the start of my day, it 
stabilised the school day for me, allowed me to engage in 
reading and allowed me to form life-long friendships." 
We’re with you, Marcus!  
 
Read Write Inc.  
Thank you to Deer Park School, one of the 
schools in our Trust, who recently very 
kindly donated their additional copies of 
Read Write Inc. storybooks to Halley! It 
means we have managed to replace lost 
or damaged copies for use in RWI groups 
in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. If you have got any RWI 
home reader books (including matched ‘book bag’ books), 
please do return them to school so that all children can 
continue to access them.  
Children continue to make great progress through the 
programme in all year groups, and last week Ms Tracey’s 
Year 1 group were reading Big Blob and Baby Blob. They 
then wrote all about what Baby Blob took from the shops! 
The children chose some of their own food ideas and 
things they enjoy eating at home. They are working really 
hard on their independent writing using the sounds they 
know – well done Year 1! 
 

 



   
 

   
 

School Parliament  
Welcome to School Parliament’s 
first article! Our names are Yen and 
Darcey and we are Year 4’s MPs. We 
are here to tell you what is happening 
in School Parliament and what our 
teachers are teaching us. 

In School Parliament, we have been talking about mental 
health and wellbeing. We have asked pupils if they know 
what to do when they feel upset/angry or need someone 
to talk to. We have found out that most children do know 
what to do. Some of the answers were talk to James, the 
amazing school “counsellor”, talk to trusted adults and 
use the worry box. Some of us had ideas on how well-
being can be improved, which we reported to Ms Ashley 
from the school well-being team. It is our job (and others!) 
to help remind everyone to make the right choices, and 
remember if you are feeling down there is always 
someone here who will listen to you!  

We have started to have some visitors back in school this 
term to see our learning. A film crew came to film some of 
Year 4’s Spanish and Forest School a few weeks ago. Each 
time when inspectors or film crews come, the MPs have 
been talking to them about life in school and our role in 
Parliament. 
We think it is important that parents or carers are 
reminded of the topics we are learning in each class so we 
have collected them all. This term the year group topics 
are: 

Year Topic Year Topic 

Reception Circus Year 3 The Body 

Year 1 Seasons Year 4 Active Planet 

Year 2 Down Under Year 5 Natural 
Disasters 

 
Thank you for reading our article! Look out for our next 
article all about our playground! 

 
Tuck shop   
Tuck shop has returned on Fridays 
from 3.15-3.45pm at the main office 
entrance. Please come along and 
support! Children will be 
contributing to the Tuck Shop so 
that they can raise money towards 
playground activites! 

 

Swimming timings  
Please ensure that your child arrives at school at the 
correct time on their swimming days. It is important that 
all children leave school on time to ensure they arrive to 
their allocated swimming slot on time.  Children who are 
late will go to another year group on site to complete their 
work.    

 
Drop off/collection policy  
Our policy states that all children should be dropped off 
and collected by a parent/guardian; this is to ensure that 
children arrive at and leave school safely with a 
responsible adult. It also means parents and carers can 
pass on and receive any informal messages (such as 
updates)  from staff as necessary. All children must be 
dropped off and collected by a parent/guardian, 
including those children in Key Stage 2.   

Hot weather 
Summer is officially here – 
temporarily at least! With the 
increasing temperatures we 
would like to remind parents to 
apply an all day sunscreen to their child/ren, send them to 
school with a sun hat/cap and their water bottles. Children 
always have access to water throughout the day to help 
keep them cool and hydrated whilst playing and learning 
in the beautiful sunshine! There are also regular reminders 
to access the shaded parts of the playground during break 
and lunchtimes to prevent overheating.  

Sports Day  
We will be having our 
annual sports day split 
over two days for 
Reception/KS1 and KS2 at 

Hackney Downs. Unfortunately, due to ongoing 
restrictions related to Covid-19, parents and carers will 
not be able to attend this year, although we will be sure to 
share updates, photos and videos from the events with 
you! Reception & KS1 Sports Day will be on Tuesday 6th 
July and KS2 on Thursday 8th July. Reminders of house 
colours will be sent to all children later this week. It 
promises to be a fun-packed day for all! 

Swimming timetable – Summer 2 

Year  Day Time of lesson School 
arrival time 

Reception Wed 10.30am 8.45am 

Year 1 Wed 9.30am 8.30am 

Year 2 Thurs 9.30am (Galaxy) 8.30am 

Year 2 Thurs 10.30am (Cosmos) 9.05am 

Year 3 Fri 9.30am 8.30am 

Year 4 Wed 11.30am 8.55am 

Year 5 Fri  10.30am 9.05am 



   
 

   
 

FOHH Meeting 
Our next FOHH meeting is on Thursday (17th JUNE ) 9-10am, we would love to see as many 
of you there as possible! All very welcome! Little ones too.  
 
Summer Flower Workshop 
Last chance to come to the summer flower workshop to make a wreath or crown with Clare 
this Friday (18th) 7-9pm. £40 a ticket. Prosecco will be served. ALL proceeds go to our school 
and the funding for the new hall space. Let Keely know by Tuesday if you would like a place. 
Open to non-parents now too so do pass on to any creative friends or family who would like 
to support the school. 
 

Summer BBQ : Rearranged for Saturday 18th September, 2-5pm 
In light of the recent government announcement to delay the lifting of restrictions on 21st June until 19th July, we have 
decided to rearrange our summer BBQ until Saturday 18th September to ensure that we continue to keep everyone in 
our community safe. Hopefully by that stage we will be able to have more than 30 people safely on site at one time to 
celebrate the end of this academic year as well as the start of the next!  
 
Tickets are £5 and include 4 tokens to spend at the event. Children are free. 
 
It will be a fantastic chance for parents and carers to eat, drink and socialise (think beer garden rather than fete) - with 
attractions for the kids including a crafts table, face painting, tattoos, a chance to soak the teachers and more. Lots of 
delicious food, a bar and a cocktail stand! 
 
Any donations to help towards the cost of putting this on would be so appreciated too... 
You can buy tickets now in advance of September. Transfer your £5 (or more) with your name in the reference to secure 
your name on the guest list to: 
 
FOHH 
204150 
33148467 
 
Or give your ticket money to Natasha or Kat in the office and they will pass it on with your name to secure your place.  
If you are keen to help on the day, please let Keely (07866515568) know – it will be September before we know it! 
 
HHS Lottery 
The Halley House Lottery has been running 3 weeks now, with 3 lucky winners to date. We have sold 57 of the 67 ticket 
target so we still need your help.  

Buy your tickets here: 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/halley-house-school 

What you need to know: 

 The lottery tickets are £1 per week 
 It is all done online by direct debit so no need to remember cash 
 For every ticket you buy, 76% goes to Halley House and towards the cash prize drawn weekly 
 £20 guaranteed prize but this will go up as tickets are sold, our aim is for 67 tickets to be sold per week 
 You can buy more than one ticket, send link to any family and friends who would like to take part too 
 Draws are done automatically every week, they will always be on Saturdays at 8pm 
 All winners will receive an email with instructions to claim their prize 
 The jackpot prize of £25,000 is in addition, all tickets entered into the Halley House lottery are automatically 

entered into this draw too 

 

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/school/halley-house-school


   
 

   
 

AGM 
Our Friends of Halley House (FOHH) Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held this year on Thursday 1st July, 7-
8.30pm, via Zoom. 
 
Joining details are as follows: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/93995419605?pwd=V3ZWc3dRbGMxQnVqQ05neE1LRWduZz09  
Meeting ID: 939 9541 9605 
Passcode: 005558 
 
All parents and carers, who are automatically members of FOHH, are invited and strongly encouraged to attend the 
AGM. It is an opportunity to hear about successes from the year, review accounts and, crucially, elect new members 
to the committee.  
 
Prior to the meeting, please put forward nominations for the following positions (you can self-nominate) to Ms Syms 
via the school office: 
• Chair 
• Vice Chair 
• Treasurer 
• Secretary 
 
Informal discussions or questions about any of the roles above are welcomed, and interested parents and carers should 
speak to one of our existing committee members to find out more about what is involved in the first instance. Please 
contact Keely, Clare, Viv or Lola. If there are more nominees than places available, they will be elected by a majority 
vote of those members attending the meeting.  
 
We are very much looking forward to seeing you at the AGM. 
 
 
  

  

 

 

 
 
 
  

https://zoom.us/j/93995419605?pwd=V3ZWc3dRbGMxQnVqQ05neE1LRWduZz09


   
 

   
 

DIARY DATES  

Summer 2 2021 

Thursday 17th June  FOHH Meeting, 9-10am 

Friday 18th June  FOHH Flower Making Workshop 

w/c Monday 21st June  Jane Smith printing project (Arts Award) 

Thursday 24th June   Wild hair day (£2 contribution) 

Friday 25th June   INSET Day. School closed to pupils 

Monday 28th June   Hispanic Day - wear your class country colours  

Tuesday 29th June 
 Orchard Project in school 

 LAB Meeting, 6-8pm 

Thurday 1st July   (FOHH) Annual General Meeting, 7-8.30pm, Zoom 

w/c Monday 5th July  Electronic annual reports sent home 

Tuesday 6th July   KS1 Sports day  

Wednesday 7th July  Transition Morning  

Thursday 8th July 
 TRIP/VISIT: Year 2 Cosmos and Galaxy to The Garden Classroom for ‘Wonderful 

World of Bees’ workshop  

 KS2 Sports day  

Friday 9th July  BPET End of Year Celebration Event – NO ASC 

Wednesday  14th July  
 Virtual Parent consultations  

 KS Behaviour celebration 

Thursday 15th July   Virtual Parent consultations  

Friday 16th July 
 Last day of Summer term (and year) for children! School finishes at 2pm. 

 Non uniform day (£2 contribution)  

Monday 19th July  INSET Day. School closed to pupils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


