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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House
School,
Thank you to everyone who contributed (in a whole
range of ways!) to our Black History Month
celebration last week, which was a lovely
opportunity to acknowledge the work we do across
the curriculum, as well as enjoy our incredible
strength as a community. We will be investing in
microphones for children’s future performances!
Special thanks must, of course, go to Lola for
coordinating the celebration and helping
everything to run smoothly on the evening itself.
We also recently enjoyed Halley Day in school, our
annual celebration of the school’s namesake,
whom we recognise with a day of science activities,
investigation and exploration – we even had a reallife explorer come into school! With trips and
visitors starting to resume across all year groups, it
is fantastic to see how much we have to celebrate
in our dynamic and personalised curriculum!
Claire Syms
Monday Missions
Nursery
For our Monday mission this week please can children
create a rocket using paint, pencils, or create a collage.
Where would you go in your rocket?
Reception
In P4C and PSHCE we have been discussing
friendships. Can you draw a picture of what
makes a good friend? Make sure you bring it
in to show your teacher!
Year 1
We have focused on the life of Lewis Hamilton
as part of our curriculum work on Black icons.
Can you investigate and find out other interesting facts
about him?
Lewis Hamilton is a Formula 1 racing car driver. Can you
design and create him a new car using items around your
home?
Year 2
We have been adding and subtracting 2 two 2-digit
numbers using the column method in maths. Can you
teach someone at home the method? Remember to
draw your tens and ones!
In RE we are learning about Sikhism. Can you draw and
label the 5 Ks?

Tel: 020 7504 0548

Attendance & Punctuality
Week
Ending
Class

05/11/21

12/11/21

Attendance

Punctuality

Attendance

Punctuality

Apollo

100%

100%

100%

100%

Comet

97.6%

98.4%

99.2%

100%

Eclipse

97.6%

98%

97.7%

97.7%

Galaxy

94.8%

97.9%

95.3%

95.7%

Hawking

90.4%

98.4%

95.6%

96%

Herschel

99.2%

99.2%

97.1%

97.5%

Einstein

97.3%

99.1%

96.5%

96.5%

Jemison

96.6%

96.6%

99.2%

99.2%

Johnson
97.1%
98.6%
90.3%
91.3%
Well done to Apollo for this year’s first 100% record for a
whole fortnight, and to Herschel, Jemison and Comet for their
high attendance rates, too.

SUPER STARS!
Our Super Stars of The Week are:
05/11/21

12/11/21

EYFS
Apollo
Comet Aaliyah
Key Stage 1

Jalen-Kai

Thiago
Joel

Beau
Angie

Eclipse
Ahlani
Galaxy
Isabella
Key Stage 2

Leila
Abraham

Eyad
Zayn

Yemaya
Karter

Hawking
Herschel
Einstein
Jemison
Johnson

Max
Ishmael
Rylei
Martha
Rio

Hannah
Ezra
Benoit
Mekal
Andre

Ashley
Kayran
Deanna
Iman
Alicja

Mia
Kaliyah
Karishma
Keziah
Sarah

Well done to everyone for being such good role models by
showing our school values and trying your best! It was lovely
to see Nursery attendeing our first SOTW assembly last week,
too!

Halley Day
Reception Admissions – September 2022
Comet class participated in a variety of exciting and tasty
Do come along to one of our school
activities to commemorate Edmund Halley's birthday!
open mornings if you have not done so
Yummy, I hear you say! The children got to work on
already. Places can be booked through
making some tasty edible meteorites, as well as a bizarre
our website, and our next session is
science experiment involving milk, detergent, and food
Wednesday 17th November 2021,
colouring. Children predicted what reaction we would see
9.15-10.15am. Hackney Education are
when they came into contact with one another. Some of
also holding virtual briefings for
the predictions included "it will explode" and "there will
parents to enable you to have an
be sparkles." Please look at our photos to see how much
opportunity to speak directly with the
fun they had. It truly was out of this world!
Admissions Team. The next available session is Thursday
25th November, 9.45-11.15am. Further sessions will be
confirmed. You can join the information session on Google
Meet on your chosen date and time.
New Social Media HHS ‘taster’ video
After the success of our full promotional video launch
(which you can view here, and on our website), Squib
Photography have created a shorter ‘taster’ version for us
to share and publicise. We hope you agree the condensed
version is also an excellent representation of our school –
please do share with friends, families and colleagues to
continue to spread the word about our fantastic school.

Year 3 Trip to the Church
As part of our RE unit this term ‘What is the Bible and why
is it important?’, we visited our local church, St Barnabas
Church. During our visit, we carried out three different
activities. First, we explored a variety of Bibles in English,
Latin and Greek, and we also found a comic Bible. Next,
we learned why Jesus came to Earth, before finally
exploring a range of stories from the Bible, including
Zaccheus. It was a fantastic day filled with great activities!

Voices from PSHE
In Voices from PSHE, we hear from Halley children about
what they have been learning in their PSHE lessons. This
week, Isaiah in Year 5 talked about a recent lesson where
he watched a documentary about some refugees from
Syria who were now living in Bristol. ‘The boy from Syria
was really sad because he had been through a lot and
then had to seek refuge in the UK. He had to learn English
too which was really difficult. Then when he was in
Bristol, some children were mean to him and wouldn’t let
him play with them. It really made me think about how
difficult it must be to be a refugee and what I could do to
help someone in that position. The boy decided to help
other children who were in the same situation in Bristol
and they got bikes so they could explore the local area.’
– Isaiah.
To watch this at home, the episode is called ‘New Boys In
Town’ and is available on iPlayer. How do you think it
would feel to move to a different country? What could the
community do to help? Why not try and learn some Arabic
(if you don’t already speak it!) to see how tricky a new
language can be.

Apollo Class

Athletes in Schools
On Friday 5th November, we
welcomed Italian Athlete Antonio
Infatino to Halley House. Antonio
managed to lead each year group
through a fitness circuit, giving all
children an opportunity to take part
in this event. Antonio also prepared
a presentation to show pupils about
his upbringing and how he managed to
become one of Italy’s best ever runners.
The event was thoroughly enjoyable for
all of the children and staff members
that took part. We have noticed fitness
improving across the school and we are
delighted our children are committed to
being active!

Nursery have been learning about
African American inventor, Garret
Morgan. Garret Morgan was born in
1877 in the USA, and he created a hair
straightening device, an improved
version of the sewing machine, a
respiratory device (which would later on be utilised as a
blueprint for the WW2 gas mask), and last of all the threeposition traffic signal. Nursery have been looking at this
latter invention, and have been learning about what an
inventor does, and why traffic lights are an important part
of our daily lives. Prior to Morgan's invention of the threetier traffic signal, the roads had only red and green signals,
which resulted in a lot of collisions. However, by adding
amber to the traffic lights, roads became safer as drivers
now had a signal which told them to get ready to drive. In
remembrance of his work, nursery have been making their
own traffic lights. We are all thankful for Garret Morgan's Einstein winter play – Julius Caesar
inventions as they still benefit us today!
For our winter play we will be performing Julius Caesar.
Many of the year 4s auditioned last week and we were
Jemison Class
impressed by the dedication and effort all the children put
into their auditions. We will be starting rehearsals this
week and any practice you can do at home with your child,
either with lines or songs, will greatly benefit our
collective performance! We can’t wait to share it with
you!
BHM Event

Thank you everyone who came
to the event last week. It was
wonderful to be able to
celebrate together as a
community. We raised a
staggering

£1410.00
Jemison class have worked incredibly hard to produce
fantastic letters to Diane Abbott. The children chose her
as our BHM icon because they wanted to focus on
someone current and also local. Once they started
researching, they discovered that not only was Diane the
first Black woman to be an MP but she is also the MP for
the Hackney North & Stoke Newington – the constituency
where Halley is located! The letters expressed admiration,
asked lots of thoughtful questions and asked Diane to
write back. Watch this space!
FOHH Update
A huge thank you to Sepi (Nilou, Y1) for leading our recent
FOHH meeting and coordinating our Winter Fayre later
this term. The Fayre is on Friday 10th December – more
details to follow soon.

from the event! Thank you for all
the donations of food, resources
and, perhaps most importantly, your time! A huge well
done to all our children who performed – singing, dancing,
reciting, presenting and
drumming; a talented pool
indeed! Thank you also to
our staff team for all their
help before, during and after
the evening, including Ms
Maddy for leading our choir,
Ms Andrew for a superb
steel pan performance and of
course Ms Lola for making it all
happen!

Einstein class
Year 4 have had a busy start to the new term. During
Halley Day we drew chalk drawings of Halley's Comet and
enjoyed an exciting presentation by a botanist explorer. It
was very interesting and stimulating to hear about his
adventures in South America. In literacy, we have started
our new story, Room 13, which is a gripping tale of horror
and adventure. Alongside this we have focused on
developing our own suspense writing and we have started
to write some frightening tales! In maths, we have started
a new topic: multiplication and division. This is a
particularly important topic in Year 4 with the
multiplication assessment at the end of the year. Daily
practice at home will support learning in school and help
prepare them for the test at the end of the year.
Outdoor Adventures fun!
It was a very big day on Wednesday
for Comet class, as we went to
Butterfield Green for our first
Outdoor Adventures session. The
children were very excited to
explore their new surroundings,
and the wet weather didn’t dampen
their spirits. They enjoyed walking along the wobbly
bridge and watching the squirrels and birds go by. After a
lot of fun, we had a slow walk back to school with a tired
and happy class. We look forward to going back next
week. Thank you very much to the parents/carers who
volunteered to join us!

We are on Instagram!
As well as our posts on Facebook and Twitter, we also now
have a Halley House School Instagram account. Please do
like and follow the school on our various social media
platforms, and share with anyone interested in following
our progress.
Instagram: halleyhouseschool
Facebook: Halley_House_School
Twitter: @HalleyHouseSch
E-Safety News
How to Protect Children from Online Harm
The Marie Collins Foundation and The NWG Network have
put together a short article, which many parents will find
useful. Covered within the article:
What is online harm? How is it different from exploitation
offline? How do offenders target young people online?
What can I do? And more! You can find the article HERE.
My Family’s Digital Toolkit
Internet Matters have created a personalised online
safety toolkit to use at home. By answering a few simple
questions you can get age-specific advice, learn about
popular apps, information on how to deal with any
concerns and also tools to support interests and
wellbeing. You can access the link HERE.
Parent consultations
Parent-teacher meetings will be taking place w/c 29th
November. The virtal consultation will go live for booking
on Arbor on Tuesday 16th November at 12 noon.
Comet
29.11.21 2-7pm
Eclipse
30.11.21 & 01.12.21 3.30-5.30pm
Galaxy
01.12.21 1.30-6.30pm
Hawking
01.12.21 3-7pm
Herschel
01.12.21 1.30 -5.30pm
Einstien
29.11.21 2-5.30pm
Jemison
29.11.21 1.30-6pm
Johnson
29.11.21 2.30-6pm

It’s Good to Grow
This year, the supermarket Morrisons
have launched a new initiative to support
children and create ‘generation grow’.
They would like to encourage children to learn how food
is grown and made, in order to create better eating habits.
Halley House School has signed up to this scheme which
enables children to get gardening items including spades,
watering cans and mini greenhouses. In order for the
school to get some of the equipment on offer, tokens KS2 Space 2 Talk and Parent Therapy sessions
Our new Space 2 Talk (S2T) self-referral
need to be collected during your Morrisons shop - the
sessions for KS2 children over Friday
more tokens, the more ‘generation grow’ we can create.
lunchtimes has started well and children
Please see the attached flyer for more information!
have been really keen to nominate
themselves to speak to James. Please
Flu vaccine
continue to signpost these to children at
Pease ensure that you complete the form and return it to
the office by the 17th November 2021. This form should be home if you think they would benefit from some of
completed even if you do not wish your child to receive James’s time. James is also continuing to offer parent
drop-in sessions. These are open to all parents and carers,
the vaccine.
are free to attend and confidential. Please get in touch
with James directly on jsmith@r-u-n.co.uk / 07956 360
Music Tuition
The music sessions will shortly be coming to an end for the 661 to schedule a telephone appointment or alternatively,
Autumn term. Remember to book keyboard, drumming or contact our Inclusion Manager, Soozii Lim, who can pass
guitar for Spring from w/c 29th November on Schools on your contact details for James to get in touch with you.
Buddy.

Autumn 2 2021
Monday 15th November

 Scholastic Book Fair opens

Tuesday 16th November

 Museum of Happiness Session 2

Wednesday 17th November

 Reception 2022 Admissions Open Morning, 9.15-10.15am
 Focussed Adviser Visit – Curriculum & Assessment
 Flu vaccine

Friday 19th November

 BPET Curriculum & Leadership Review

w/c 22nd November

 Achievement for All structured conversations this week

Tuesday 23rd November

 TRIP/VISIT - Y3 to River Thames Boat Trip
 Museum of Happiness Session 3

Thursday 25th November

 Focussed Adviser Visit – Disadvantaged & Achievement for All

w/c 29th November

 Parents’ Evening week

Wednesday 1st December

 Reception 2022 Admissions Open Morning, 9.15-10.15am

Tuesday 7th December

 Dental team in school for YR and Y1 (fluoride)

Friday 10th December






Wednesday 15th December

 Christmas Lunch
 Christmas Jumper Day £2 contribution

Friday 17th December

 Last day of Autumn 2. School finishes at 2pm

TRIP/VISIT - Y2 to St Barnabas Church
TRIP/VISIT - YR to St Barnabas Church for Nativity Walkabout
PERFORMANCE – Y5 & Y6 Samba performances, 2-3pm
Winter Fayre Event

