
   
 

   
 

    

 

                        

 

  

 
  

  
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of Halley House 
School, 
We have a number of wonderful musical and 
dramatic performances lined up before the end of 
term, and we do hope we can continue to welcome 
our families in as planned – please do keep an eye 
on communications from the school for any  Covid-
related udpates. We have really enjoyed the 
resumption of our trips and visitors programme 
this term, with children visiting places of worship, 
going on boat trips, meeting Olympic athletes and 
more! We were also delighted to welcome Claire 
Delaney, Chair of Trustees, to Halley last Friday. 
Claire was thrilled to see our new Nursery in action 
and was effusive about the HHS team: “It was an 
absolute privilege to see the children doing so well 
and to see how proud the team are of what is being 
achieved. I literally skipped all the way back to the 
train station, the energy being created is clearly 
infectious!” 

           Claire Syms 
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Monday Missions 

Nursery Apollo Class will be learning about road safety 
this week, including the green cross code, and what it 
means to be safe whilst crossing the road.  
 
Reception During our Maths meetings we have been 
learning about the days of the week and  
months of the year. Let us sing our songs 
to you, which helps us to remember them! 
 
Year 1 Earlier this half term, we explored different 
materials and their properties. Can you find different 
materials at home (with your parents’ permission!) and 
explore whether they will float or sink. Can 
you predict which objects will stay afloat or  
sink to the bottom?  
 
Year 2 In maths, we have been learning about money. At 
home give us a selection of notes and coins, we can 
recognise them all and even count the money in pounds 
and pence to find the total!  
In science, we have been exploring materials and their 
properties. Can you test materials around your home? 
Which are waterproof and which are 
buoyant? These properties will be  
useful when we make our own Viking 
longships!  

 

SUPER STARS! 
Our Super Stars of The Week are: 

 19/11/21 26/11/21 

EYFS 

 Apollo Cayden Hoda Lysander Joshua 

 Comet Thierry Felix Valentina Inayah-Rose 

Key Stage 1 

Eclipse  Hanah Zoe Kosa Danny  

Galaxy  Sash-Anna Kaidy  Asher  Selah 

Key Stage 2 

Hawking  Cavalli Dottie  Mila Hakeely  

Herschel Amelie  Kwame Amir Kiylah  

Einstein Leon  Tsubame  Bianca  Navea 

Jemison Kamden Ebube  Yen Isla 

Johnson Enya Sharmaine  Yvonne  Tyreese  
 

Well done to everyone for being such good role models by 
showing our school values and trying your best!  

 

Attendance & Punctuality 
Week 
Ending 

19/10/21 26/10/21 

Class Attendance Punctuality Attendnce Punctuality 

Apollo 97.5% 97.5% 100% 100% 

Comet 96.0% 96.8% 93.6% 96.4% 

Eclipse 97.3% 98.7% 95.3% 95.7% 

Galaxy 97.7% 98.7% 93.0% 93.7% 

Hawking 91.6% 92.0% 84.2% 85.4% 

Herschel 93.6% 94.9% 88.4% 88.8% 

Einstein 97.8% 98.3% 93.9% 94.3% 

Jemison 96.3% 97.8% 94.1% 94.4% 

Johnson 92.8% 94.1% 91.7% 92.4% 

Well done to Einstein and Apollo for good attendance during 
the last fortnight. 



   
 

   
 

Nursery trip!  
Apollo class are going on their first trip 
to the theatre on Thursday this week! 
They are going to see The Storm 
Whale at the Little Angel Theatre in 
Islington. Nursery children are all very 
much looking forward to the performance itself, putting 

their road safety knowledge into 
practice and of course - planning 
their packed lunches! We know 
Apollo Class will be setting a 
beautiful example of our Halley 

House School values and expectations. We have also been 
working on developing our communication and language 
through songs, Kim's game and small 
group work – well done for making 
such good progress, Apollo Class! 
 
Coronavirus 
As we are sure you are all aware, there have been a 
number of national updates for educational settings over 
the last few days, taking into account the new Omicron 
variant. All adults (staff and visitors) in all settings are 
returning to wearing face coverings (unless exempt) in 
communal areas. Strict hygiene and ventilation processes 
remain in place in school, and we continue to encourage 
vaccination for all our eligible stakeholders as a key 
measure for both individual and community protection. 
Staff also continue to conduct twice-weekly 
asymptomatic LFD testing. Whilst there is no indication 
that schools will be nationally instructed to partially close 
(as in previous lockdowns), we are aware cases are rising 
in the borough and local measures may need to come into 
force; as such, now is a good time to check remote 
learning capacity and speak to a member of staff if you 
need any further support or guidance with devices and 
technology. This will help minimise any unavoidable 
disruptions to children’s learning. We are, of course, ever 
hopeful we will not be facing school closures, and will 
keep you updated as the next few weeks and months 
evolve. Thank you to our whole school community for 
your ongoing, concerted support. 
 
Reception Admissions  

A reminder that the closing date for 
September 2022 Reception 
Admissions is 15th January 2022. We 
have had excellent attendance at our 
Open Mornings to date this term and 

many preferences submitted already, which is a reflection 
of the school’s popularity in a competitive borough! 
Current nursery children must also ensure they have 
submitted their preferences for Reception places. Please 
do remember to spread the Halley word to interested 
families with Nursery- or Reception-age children! 

Christmas performances  
Each child is permitted to 
have two people attend the 
performance in person, and 
we ask that you arrive 10 
minutes before the start 
time so that everyone is 
seated. In light of updated 
DfE and government 
guidance, we ask that all 
visitors wear a face covering 
for the duration of the performance and continue to 
adhere to the strict hygiene measures in place in school.  
 
Halley House School Behaviour  

We are rightfully proud of 
our pupils’ behaviour and 
their exemplification of 
our school values both in 
and outside the building.  
Stay on Green gives all 
children the opportunity 
to reflect on their choices 

and adjust their behaviour when they have made an 
incorrect choice. Calm Corners have been introduced in all 
classes this half term (replacing Reflection Areas), for 
children to self-regulate and maximise their learning time, 
and have proved highly effective in promoting 
independence and restorative action. Ms Andrew is 
Behaviour Lead whilst Ms Clarke is on maternity leave, and 
will be running a series of parent and carer workshops 
during the Spring and Summer terms – watch this space 
for dates! 
 
Voices from PSHE 
In Voices from PSHE, we hear from Halley children about 
what they have been learning in their PSHE lessons. This 
week, Tsubame in Year 4 talks about how Einstein class 
have been reflecting on how to express their feelings 
during the school day.   
‘We have been talking about our new Calm Corner and 
feelings chart in our PSHE lessons. The Calm Corner is 
where we can go if we are feeling sad. We go there to calm 
down. We have cuddly toys there and soothing pictures. 
The feelings chart is basically on one of our pillars and you 
can move your name tag to the 
feeling that you have that 
day. I feel like I can talk to 
Mr McDonald about my 
feelings, or I can always write 
him a note!’ 
To continue this conversation 
at home, ask your child about 
our new Calm Corners. You could also read ‘The Colour 
Monster’ by Anna Llenas.  



   
 

   
 

Music Tuition   
Spring music tuition will be 
available to book from Monday 
29th November. Keyboard, 
drumming and guitar lessons will 
all be offered again for the Spring term, with our fantastic 
music tutors from Hackney Music Service – Anthony 
(keyboard and guitar) and Riccardo (drumming). Please 
log on to SchoolsBuddy to make your paymenet and 
secure your place. We hope that pupils already 
participating in music tuition continue into the Spring 
term, and that we can entice some more children to start! 
The 30-minute lessons are offered in small groups (up to 
4 pupils at a time) during the school day, with timings 
rotated so that children have full access to the rest of the 
curriculum, and are an excellent opportunity for children 
to learn and develop new skills. Please do  sign up! 
Instruments are offered to year groups as follows:  

Guitar  Y1-Y6 

Keyboard  Y1-Y6 

Drumming Y3-Y6 

Year 1 

We have had a 

fantastic half term so 

far in Eclipse class! We 

have been busy using 

our amazing phonic 

skills to write sentences in all areas of the 

curriculum, including writing key facts about Edmund 

Halley and Lewis Hamilton in topic, creating our own story 

maps with labels to show our learning about the birth of 

Jesus, as well as writing captions for the many creations 

we make during our ‘choosing and learning time’ 

(continuous provision). In Maths, we have started work on 

3D objects. Please help us at home to name 3D objects 

and describe their properties (face, edge, vertices, apex). 

 

Year 1 Reminder 

Due to the Childhood Musuem being 

closed for refurbishment, Year 1 children 

are celebrating their history topic (Toys 

from the past and present), with a 

Victorian Day in school on Wednesday 1st 

December. For the day, children are 

welcome to wear any Victorian inspired clothing to school. 

If you have any chalkboards at home, please can we 

borrow them for the day? Please let Miss Shiels know if 

you are able to provide any for us – thank you! 

 
Tuck Shop 
Ms Lola will be bringing back Tuck Shop 
on Fridays from 3.25pm in the 
playground, from the Spring term. 

Year 4  

Year 4 have been rehearsing with gusto and are getting 

ready for their performance next Wednesday (8th 

December). We are excited to be able to welcome you all 

into school and share with you our dynamic performance! 

Just a reminder to have your child's costume in school by 

the end of this week so that we can run a dress 

rehearsal. As well as rehearsals, we have also been 

working through our current literacy novel, Room 13, and 

our protagonists are starting to uncover the mystery and 

danger lurking behind the cupboard door. Last week we 

managed to capture aspects of the story in cartoon form! 

As a class we really excelled at this!  

 

Comet Class 
What a busy few weeks we have had in Reception! As well 
as spending lots of time practising our Christmas play, we 
have been learning about positional language in maths 
and using our phonic knowledge to write about our 
adventures of going ‘Through the Magic Mirror!’ We had 
so much fun mixing colours in our Art lesson with Ms Kate, 
and got very excited whist playing ‘duck, duck, goose’ 
during outdoor adventures! We wonder what the next 
few weeks will have in store…   
 
Art Room 
The art room has had a materials 
focus on pastels and chalk this 
term. We have been working with 
space and colour, using a still life 
stimulus of clay stones children 
made themselves. Children have really enjoyed exploring 
the materials and colours, and learning about different 
effects they can create. We have layered colours, 
experimented with the medium and learned different 
ways of adding and taking away from the surface to 
change the image. We have also thought about how we 
can create space in our artwork. We will also use our 
knowledge, and these skills and techniques, when we are 
selecting colour palettes for our paintings. 

    
 
Parent/carer enquiries  
Please ensure that you are following the correct protocols 
when requesting information, or contact with class 
teachers. If you need to request any information and are 
unsure who to direct your query to, please contact the 
school office in the first instance. The office will be able to 
signpost your request to the relevant person.  



   
 

   
 

 

Autumn 2 2021 

w/c 29th November 
 Parents’ Evenings 

 Spring Music Tuition booking opens 

Tuesday 30th November  Parent Well Being session 4 of 5, 2.30-3.30pm (Museum of Happiness) 

Wednesday 1st December 
 Reception 2022 Admissions Open Morning, 9.15-10.15am 

 TRIP/VISIT -  Y1 Victorian Day in school 

Thursday 2nd December   TRIP/VISIT -  YN Little Angel Theatre  

Friday 3rd December   Flu Nasel Spray vaccine  

Tuesday 7th December 
 Dental team in school for YR and Y1 (fluoride) 

 Parent Well Being session 5 of 5, 2.30-3.30pm (Museum of Happiness) 

Wednesday 8th December   PERFORMANCE – Y4 Winter Performance, 10am  

Thursday 9th December   PERFORMANCE – Y3 Christmas Performance, 10am 

Friday 10th December 

 TRIP/VISIT -  Y2 to St Barnabas Church 

 TRIP/VISIT -  YR to St Barnabas Church for Nativity Walkabout 

 PERFORMANCE – Y5 & Y6 Samba performances, 2.30-3.30pm 

Monday 13th December   PERFORMANCE – Y1 & Y2 Christmas Performance, 10am 

Tuesday 14th December  
 PERFORMANCE – EYFS Christmas Performance, 10am  

 PERFORMANCE - Irish dancing ASC Performance, 4-5pm 

Wednesday 15th December  

 Christmas Lunch  

 Christmas Jumper Day £2 suggested contribution  

 PERFORMANCE – Drumming Performance (music tuition), 9-9.30am 

 PERFORMANCE – Y5 Winter Performance, 10am  

Thursday 16th December 
 School year group discos £2 contribution  

 Winter Fayre, 5-7pm 

Friday 17th December  Last day of Autumn 2. Staggered finishes from 1.15pm  

Spring 1 2022 

Tuesday 4th January  INSET Day. Children not in school. 

Wednesday 5th January 
 First day of Spring 1. All Extended Schools provision resumes 

 Reception 2022 Admissions Open Morning, 9.15-10.15am 

Wednesday 12th January  Reception 2022 Admissions Open Morning, 9.15-10.15am 

Saturday 15th January   Closing date for Reception admissions 

Wednesday 19th January  TRIP/VISIT -  YR Little Angel Theatre (date TBC) 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

It's Christmas Raffle and Disco time! 

Raffle:  

2 family hampers: 

1st prize: £75 voucher to be used at Lardo restaurant in Hackney, 1 hour 

massage at Taylor'd Beauty, lego set, 3 bottles of wine. 

2nd prize: £60 DabbaDrop feasting box to cook delicious Sri Lankan 

food at home, 1 hour facial at Taylor'd Beauty, crayola set, 3 bottles of 

wine. 

 

Tickets cost £1 each and the prize will be drawn by Ms Syms on Monday 13th December. 

 

At present FOHH does not have a named committee but all money raised will be held by the treasurer of FOHH 

and used once a committee has been named and a project agreed upon by all involved.  

 

Christmas Disco: 

On Thursday 16th December the children will be treated to a disco during school time. We 

hope they will put  on their finest party clothes and dance the day away! The disco will be 

in the sports hall, with each year group having a dedicated slot throughout the day. We ask 

for a £2 donation on the day – all to go towards FOHH projects. 

Festive Drinks & Winter Fayre: 

After the disco on Thursday 16th December, we will be hosting a festive end of term 

celebration for all from 5pm until 7pm. Clubs and After Care remain on as usual. We hope 

that parents and friends can join us for a Christmas drink and nibble in the hall. There will 

be delicious Christmas Grinch Punch for kids (and grown ups!), mulled wine, margaritas, 

cakes and pastries, music and some fun games. All money from this will go towards future 

FOHH projects.   

 

A huge thank you to Sepi and our previous committee for 

organising this year’s Winter community celebration! 

 


