
 

NURSERY 

 

Friday 25th February Friday 4th March 

  Lysander Hoda 

Down on the Farm 

To introduce our new topic of ‘Farm Animals’, Apollo 

class went to Hackney City Farm. We met pedigree 

Anglo-Nubian goats and their gorgeous kids, a 

pregnant pig due to give birth imminently, Hazel the 

pony, Clover the donkey, a flock of pedigree Kerry Hill 

sheep as well as several breeds of geese, ducks and 

chicken. 

We had so much fun and the conversations held 

between the children and the adults were engaging 

and memorable. In fact, we enjoyed ourselves so 

much that….  sssssh we are planning another trip to a 

different farm! 

 

Halley House Readathon 

A big thank you to Miss Keely, who read Apollo class 

two lovely books during the 24 hour Readathon this 

week.  We really enjoyed the story ‘I am enough’ by 

Jessica Sargent, Miss Keely’s own book selection  

from home, about self-affirmation. 

Thank you to Keely and we look forward to sharing 

more stories with you in the future! 

 

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. What animal would you most like to see at our next 
farm visit? Why? 

2. If you could be a farm animal, which animal would you 
choose? 

 

 

 

 

 



RECEPTION 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Yotam Ayana-Ami Iqra Joel 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 94.3% P: 97.6% A: 94.2% P: 98.8% 

Superworm the… 
After reading Julia Donaldson’s story, ‘Superworm’, the 
children began thinking about different ways that he could help 
people. We knew that Superworm acted as a ‘swing’, a ‘slide’ 
or even a ‘fairground ride’ but we wanted to extend the story 
even further. 
 
After mind mapping our ideas as a class, everyone illustrated 
and labelled a new part of the story, suggesting a new skill for 
Superworm, including being a necklace, a shield and a rainbow. 
What a versatile superhero he is!  

 

Wanted…. 
Warning! Some vegetables are frozen for a very good reason… 
please check your freezers to make sure that you haven’t had 
any escaPEA’s!  
 
Unfortunately, Comet Class noticed that at the end of our story 
‘Supertato’, another ten peas had escaped from the freezer.  
 
We got straight to work; warning people with posters detailing 
what the little misfits looked like but by Friday they still hadn’t 
been found! We decided to make a ‘Supervegetable Squad’ to 
help track them down… fingers crossed they have all been 
rounded up by Monday! 

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. Which superhero quality or skill would you prefer to 
have and why? 

 
2. Can you compare two amounts, finding the one with 

more, and the one with fewer? You could compare 
different toys, or food portions at dinner time.  

 

 



 

YEAR 1 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Eliz Ahlani 
The Whole Class!  

(for their school trip last week) 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 94.3% P: 96.8% A: 98.7% P: 98.3% 

Space 
In Eclipse, we have been learning all about Space, especially 
focussing on historical events, people and spaceships.  
The children have also been working extremely hard at home 
with their homework projects and have made some 
OUTSTANDING solar systems and aliens - well done! 
 
With the previous training strikes disrupting our planned trip 
to the Science Museum, that didn’t stop us going on our first 
trip to Hackney Downs play area. We had a blast with our 
friends, and made new ones along the way! 

 

Maths learning 
We have taken on our new maths topic, measurement, by 
force. 
We have been learning to order and sequence objects in order 
of length and height. The children have been using a number 
of resources, such as cubes, measuring worms and rulers to 
accurately measure and sort. We particularly focussed on the 
starting point of each object and the use of key vocabulary 
words (longest, shortest, accurate, height etc). 

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

The children came up with some great ideas for both sides of 
the debate: Which is better, the film or the book? 
 
1. Is YouTube a good or a bad thing? 
 
How does YouTube help us? Does YouTube show you things 
you don’t want to see? I wonder which way the class will 
vote? 
 

 



YEAR 2  

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Jahrelle  Luan Sash-Anna Elias 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 95.2% P: 91.9% A: 99.3% P: 96.9% 

Curriculum Update 
We have been learning all about the events of The Great Fire 
of London in history. We found out when, where and why the 
fire happened and have been looking at some of Samuel Peyps’ 
diary entries. Soon we will be writing our own diary entries 
using all of our senses to imagine we were there! 
 
In Spanish, we have been learning the names of different 
animals and using our Spanish speaking skills to tell our friends 
what our favouirte animal is. 
 
In maths we have been exploring 2D and 3D shapes. We know 
how to use mathematical vobulary including sides, vertices, 
faces and edges.  

Outdoor Learning 
We have been exploring some of our maths learning at 
Butterfield Green this half term. This has included using metre 
sticks to find things that are longer and shorter than a metre 
and practising our addition and subtraction using natural 
resources! 
 
As always, we love our time off-site each week and we have 
also been digging, acting out stories, drawing pictures and 
directing our own learning! We love being able to explore our 
local environment and how we can continue to protect it. 
 

 

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. Please make sure your child is logging on to Maths 
Whizz each week. 

2. Shape hunt! Can you explore 2D and 3D shapes in your 
environment and describe their properties? 
Remember to use your star words! 

 
 



YEAR 3 

 
Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Hawking Grace  Cairo  Hannah Max  

Herschel Kiylah  Kaliyah  Leonard  Kayran 

 
Friday 25th February 2022                 Friday 4th March 2022 

Hawking A: 95.4% P: 93.3% A: 96.5% P: 96.2% 

Herschel A: 96.7% P: 95.8% A: 97.5% P: 100% 

Curriculum Update 
Year 3 have been working very hard in Maths investigating units 
of measure. We have been revising how to measure in metres and 
in centimetres by measuring the distance our paper aeroplanes 
could travel. We enjoyed converting Jessica Ennis Hills’ long jump 
distances into centimetres and becoming long jump athletes 
ourselves. We have also been introducing millimetres and 
converting between all three! We are beginning to investigate 
how to calculate the perimeter and use our measurement skills to 
solve problems about distances that are longer than we can 
measure! Challenge the children to show off their knowledge of 
units of measure, perimeter and distance around the house or 
local area.  

Art update 
Hawking and Herschel are working on a “Save the Rainforest” 
project. Our two artists are Henry Russo who painted jungles,  and 
Njideke Akunyili whose work in college contains images and 
messages on the leaves. We drew from life, and practised our 
seeing skills, making sure we filled the page with our line and 
contour drawing, then added light and shadow and finally added 
a painted negative space. Then we created an opposite leaf which 
we cut out and carefully painted. All the leaves looked amazing, 
well done year 3! We will now be working on creating a leaf 
collage using these skills and achieving  part of year 3’s Halley 
House Art Skills Progression “Experiment with a range of media 
eg overlapping and layering” inspired by our artist with lots of 
connecting vocabulary to support our classroom learning.  

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. What is the most appropriate unit of measure to measure the 
perimeter of your bedroom? What about of your AR book? 
Why might they be different? 

2. Please support your children to practise the spelling and 
maths focus on the Purple Mash blog. 



YEAR 4 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Yunus Benoit Malachi Kayden 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 100.0% P: 97.1% A: 90.8% P: 98.6% 

Curriculum Update 
Over the past couple of weeks, Year 4 have been engrossed in our 
new novel, Varjak Paw; a story about a house cat who escapes 
into an unknown city with a mission to save his family and find a 
dog! We have also been designing our own adverts both as 
posters and video ads. Having shown their talent for advertising I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see some of them roaming Madison 
Avenue in the near future! We then performed our own version 
of a “TV ad” (pictures to the right). 
In maths, we have been continuing our work on fractions and we 
will now be moving onto decimals. Daily use of Maths Whizz is still 
strongly recommended as this will help ensure that the children 
retain and enhance their knowledge of the curriculum! 

         
 

    

Extended Curriculum - Art focus  
Year 4 are working on a project based on Geography and 
Landscapes spanning class topics “Exploration” and “Our Local 
Area”. The class started off with some amazingly detailed tracings 
of Jane Smith’s Illustrations of Hackney showing how they can 
master Line. Next we used our new sketchbooks preparing to 
start our local area paintings. Thinking about how we like to 
explore our local area and what we love about Hackney and 
working on our Year 4 Skills Progression - “Collecting images and 
information independently and in a sketchbook and using 
research to inspire drawings from memory and imagination”. Our 
paintings will contain all our Art Topics and great practice for our 
Seeing Skills. At the end of term and leading onto next term we 
will be starting our Globe’s made from clay and plasticine and how 
we can add our imagination and curriculum links to them in 3D.  

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. Homework Passport 
2. Debate question - Should children wear uniform to 

school?  

 

 



 

YEAR 5 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Iman Elizabeth Manyiel Freddie 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 93.7% P: 97.5% A: 97.9% P: 99.1% 

Curriculum Update 
We have progressed in our topic of fractions in maths! Over the 
last week we have converted between mixed numbers and 
improper fractions, learned what the vinculum represents and 
how to order fractions with different denominators. The 
children have shown bravery and resilience when faced with 
new learning. We have been reminding ourselves: ‘It’s okay to 
not know, but it’s not okay not to try’.  
Jemison continue to wow Ms Haupt with their enthusiasm and 
determination in grammar lessons. We are becoming experts 
on word classes! We have learned about prepositions, 
determiners, adverbials, modal verbs, pronouns and so much 
more!  
“I love determiners! They introduce the noun!” - Ebube 
“Pronouns replace a noun, like hers or its!” - Darcey  

 

Music  
This term in music, Jemison are exploring their favourite 
genres. This week, we focused on Ms Haupt’s favourite genre: 
rock music! The class learned about the origins of rock in 
America’s deep south, listening to Sister Rosetta Tharpe and 
Fats Domino. Then we listened to a range of rock songs, 
including Johnny Cash and The Beatles.  
What’s your favourite genre of music? Which artists do you 
like? Everyone is welcome to do a music show & tell!   

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

How many female rock stars do you know? Is it harder for 
women and girls to become famous rock stars? Why might that 
be? It’s International Women’s Day on Tuesday the 8th of 
March - why not research some female musicians? 
 
Debate the motion: ‘This house believes everyone should get 
the same thing because that’s fair!’ Remember the picture of 
people standing on boxes that we looked at in class to help you. 
Can you use the words equality and equity?  

 



 

YEAR 6 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

Eleigh Beatrix  AJ Helena 

 

Friday 25th February 2022 Friday 4th March 2022 

A: 85.9% P: 98.4% A: 92.1% P: 99.3% 

Curriculum Update 
 
This week in Literacy, Year 6 have been putting their deduction 
and inference skills to the test. Using shoes and other objects, 
we were considering what we could learn about our mystery 
characters and slowly building an impression of what their 
personalities were like.  
 
In the afternoons we have been diving head first into our new 
topic and using our historical skills to explore and analyse 
different artefacts. Once again, Year 6 were showing off their 
fantastic detective skills and knowledge through deducing and 
explaining what a number of the artefacts were.  

  

Music  
 
In music we have been considering different types of music 
from around the world. Through matching our geography and 
music skills together we explored a map of the world and were 
introduced to the different types of music that we found there. 
Ask your child about some of the music they have heard! 

 

Home learning debate and discussion 

 

1. Debate question - Can one person change the world? 
2. Please support your children by supporting them in 

completing their homework and revising key topics.  

 


