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Reception 

As we learn about different animals, 
their habitats and their lifecycles,  we 
will focus on asking questions and using 
language to recall our experiences.  

Each time we go off-site to visit Butter-
field Green we will try to prepare a few 
key questions to ask the trip leaders. On 
our return to school we will talk about 
what we saw and some of the new 
things we learnt.  

As the weather grows warmer we will be 
exploring changes in the natural environ-
ment  and the effects of a change in sea-
son. We will use different materials to 
create observational sketches of the 
changes we see in the plants and trees as 
the season moves further into spring and 
closer to summer! 

Now that we’ve built up a good reper-
toire of songs and dances through our 
music lessons, we can start to explore 
initiating new combinations of move-
ments to begin to create some dances of 
our own! 

During this topic we will be looking at 
growth, change and decay by exploring the 
lifecycle of different plants and animals. At 
the beginning of term, our live classroom cat-
erpillars will arrive in school so we will be 
closely observing them and watching their 
transformation into butterflies! 

We will also be looking at changes through 
practical science investigations, making pre-
dictions and recording our findings. 

Please Remember... 

...to log onto your child’s online ILD profile to see 
what exciting things they have been learning 
about in school. Please let me know if you need 
your log in information again.  

Don’t forget you can add your own observations 
from home—some of you have started doing this 
already!  

PE is  every Monday, swimming will be every 
Tuesday and Outdoor Adventures is now every 
Monday. Book change day is still Friday. 

Halley House School 
52-58 Arcola Street 

London E8 2DJ 
0207 504 0548 

All Creatures Great 
and Small 



Literacy Mathematics 

In RWI, we are consolidating our set 1 
sounds and some of us are now starting 
to learn or consolidate set 2 ad 3 sounds 
too! Set 2 and 3 RWI flashcards are avail-
able in the office for you to purchase if 
you want to practice them at home. 

In topic literacy we will be exploring an 
increasing range of fiction and non-fiction 
books. We will learn how to identify a 
non-fiction book as an information text 
and learn to use the index and glossary to 
look up key facts about the lifecycles of 
plants and animals. 

As we continue to explore writing for 
different purposes we will look more at  
writing captions, lists and factual writing 
frames. 

 

We will be building on our knowledge of num-
bers and counting by focusing on number 
patterns. As well as looking at patterns that 
help us to subitise and recognise amounts 
quickly, we will also be exploring odd and even 
numbers, and solving problems involving halv-
ing and doubling small amounts.   

 

During our daily maths meetings we will contin-
ue to explore the date, sequencing the days of 
the week and the month of the year, as well as 
meet and learn about numbers 15-20.  

   Personal Development 

As we learn about changes in the lifecy-
cles of plants and animals, we will also 
be exploring the changes in our own 
lifecycles. We will compare what we 
were like when we were babies, how we 
are now as children and what we will 
become when we grow up to be adults. 

As we carefully look after our live class 
caterpillars, we will talk about how to 
look after and care for living things in 
our environment. We will also start to 
understand that things change and can-
not always remain the same.  

Physical Development 

During our outdoor adventures sessions and PE les-
son (which are now both on Monday) we will be fo-
cusing on balancing, throwing and kicking.  

We will think about how to balance using different 
points (or body parts) and how to aim and work on 
accuracy when throwing and kicking both small and 
large balls.  
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How can you help me at home? 
Help me learn about lifecycles by planting a 
seed together and watching it grow. You 
could even record the changes you see by 
drawing them! Beans and 
sunflower seeds tend to work 
well when planting in small 
pots at home. 

Please refer to the DfE website for 
further information 
https://www.gov.uk/early-
years-foundation-stage   


