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In Computing, our focus this half term will be online 
safety. Alongside revising the basics of secure pass-
words and safe and appropriate behaviours online, 
we will review the sources of support when using 
technology and how to be reliable and kind when 
using different methods of communication. We will 
gain a greater understanding of the impact that 
sharing digital content can have and the ad-
vantages, disadvantages, permissions and purposes 
of altering an image digitally and the reasons for 
this.  

We will become more aware of appropriate and 
inappropriate text, photographs and videos and the 
impact of sharing these online.  

Our topic in RE will be Christianity. Children 
will learn that there are different sectors in 
Christianity and that there are several types 
of Christians. Christians all have the same key 
beliefs, but show their beliefs in different 
ways.  

 Jemison will then compare Orthodox, Angli-
can and Roman Catholic churches, looking 
out for key artefacts. The class would also 
love to hear from any parents or carers who 
are Christian and are willing to come in and 
talk about their faith! 

In Year 5 we will be continuing our focus on 
Growth Mindset, where children learn how change 
their thinking from a fixed idea. This means that 
rather than thinking ‘I’m just not good at maths, 
I’ll never get this!’ you tell your-
self ‘This is hard right now but I 
believe that anything can be 
learnt with some persever-
ance!’ The children will be de-
veloping persistence in tasks 
and overcoming barriers 
attempt daily challenges.  

Please Remember... 

P.E. days are on Monday and Thursday, children should 
come to school wearing the HHS P.E kit on these days.  

Every child must have a reusable water bottle that is 
labelled with their name in school. We do not have a 
sink in our classroom so it is vital that the children have 
a bottle in their bag.  

Outdoor Adventures will be every other Tuesday after-
noon. Please provide appropriate footwear and out-
door clothing as necessary (e.g. HHS school coat) for 
this. We are always looking for volunteers—please 
email Ms Haupt if you can join us!  
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Thrills and Spills 



Literacy Mathematics 

In Year 5, we will be continuing with a new programme, 
Literacy and Language.   

This academic year we are evolving our literacy programme 
by placing a greater emphasis on cross curricular learning. 
This means texts we are reading in literacy will reflect the 
topics we are covering. Therefore, at the start of this term 
we will be reading, an adapted version of ‘One Day at Hor-
rorland’ in the Goosebumps series. The book is set in a scary 
theme park and the children will examine how language is 
used to put the reader on edge.   

As part of our Black History Month provision, we will be 
studying ‘The Picture book of Jesse Owens’. The children will 
be learning how to use new vocabulary and a range of con-
junctions to help develop their ideas into well-structured 
sentences, including detail and opinions. In addition, there 
will be a big focus on their understanding of grammar and 
spelling.  

We will be continuing with focus writing weeks once every 
term, if you any ideas/ suggestions on texts, please feel free 
to share them with me. 

Now we are in Year 5, the children should continue to read 
and/ or be to read to daily, for at least 45 
minutes. The children will be continuing 
the reading programme, Accelerated Read-
er (AR), where they will choose a book 
from the school library and be tested on 
their comprehension weekly using the 
online programme.  

In Mathematics we will be continuing the programme 
called ’Power Maths’. We will start the year by looking at 
number and place value and recapping strategies to solve 
addition and subtraction problems.  

This start to Year 5 will strengthen and consolidate the 
essential foundations of number, first looking at place val-
ue within 100,000. We will then move on to rounding and 
negative numbers. In Autumn 1 Jemison will also deepen 
their understanding of the four operations and the variety 
of written and mental methods used in calculation. Prac-
tising times tables at home will really support them with 
this.  

Children will also represent numbers using objects and 
pictures, using a variety of strategies and resources to help 
them deepen their understanding.  

Importance is placed on being able to explain how they 
have got to an answer and understanding the strategies 
that they have used.  

Topic 

Our first Topic focus is Thrills and Spills. Children 
will design their own theme parks or fairgrounds, 
considering what makes an attractive theme park 
and how best to entice customers. We will also 
create our very own fairground ride, making a mod-
el of it to consider the effect pushes, pulls and rota-
tions. Jemison will recognise the effects of levers 
and pulleys on forces and where these forces hap-
pen in everyday life.  

In Science, our topic is properties and changes of 
materials. We will compare and group together 
everyday materials on the basis of their properties, 
including their hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response 
to magnets. Children will learn that some materials 
will dissolve in liquid 
to form a solution, and 
describe how to re-
cover a substance 
from solution and the 
separation of mixtures 
using filtering, sieving 

Physical Education 

In Physical Education we will practise running, jumping, throwing 
and catching in isolation and combination.  

Jemison class will continue to play competitive games and apply 
basic skills of attacking and defending.  

PE will be on Monday afternoons and Thursday 
afternoons.  

Please ensure your child has correct PE kits and 
suitable footwear.  

Halley House School 

How can you help me at home? 
Daily reading for 45 minutes each day.  This 
could be either independent reading or being 
read to, then discuss the text.  

Reinforce the school’s ‘Stay on Green’ behav-
iour policy and praise children when they try 
hard with their behaviour.  

Practice multiplication (to 12) either verbally or 
on Timestable Rockstars. Log-in to Maths 
Whizz for 1 hour a week. 

Home Learning 
Please complete the following: 
- Homework Passport tasks (returned by the specified 
date on your booklet) 
- Daily reading for our AR tests on Mondays.  
- Daily spelling practice and grammar tasks at home 
(spelling lists are on our Purple Mash blog)  
- Weekly maths homework on Maths Whizz (children 
should be doing at least an hour over the week). 


