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In Computing the children will design, write and 
debug programs that accomplish specific goals, 
including controlling or simulating physical systems.  

They will learn to solve problems by decompressing 
them into smaller parts. Building on this 
knowledge, Jemison will begin to use logical reason-
ing to explain how some simple algorithms work 
and some do not. They will play coding detectives 
to establish the errors in programs and then correct 
these.  

We will continue to learn about online safety,     
focusing on ethical and kind online behaviour.  

 

Our topic in RE will be Buddhism. Children 
will learn that to identify the different mem-
bers in the Buddhist community, including a 
monk, nun, priest, ordained and lay person. 
They will discover what ‘seeking refuge’ 
means to Buddhists and understand the im-
portance of reflection and meditation.  

The children will learn that Buddhists try to 
follow the example of Buddha and live by his 
teachings, and consider how they can allevi-
ate suffering and help those around them.  

 

In Year 5 we will be continuing our focus on 
Growth Mindset, where children learn how change 
their thinking from a fixed idea. This means that 
rather than thinking ‘I’m just not good at maths, 
I’ll never get this!’ you tell your-
self ‘This is hard right now but I 
believe that anything can be 
learnt with some persever-
ance!’ The children will be de-
veloping persistence in tasks 
and overcoming barriers 
attempt daily challenges.  

Please Remember... 

P.E. days are on Monday and Thursday, children should 
come to school wearing the HHS P.E kit on these days.  

Outdoor Adventures will be every other Tuesday after-
noon.  

Every child must have a reusable water bottle that is la-
belled with their name in school. We do not have a sink in 
our classroom so it is vital that the children have a bottle in 
their bag.  

All children also need a pencil case with ALL the supplies 
they need, including glue, scissors and a ruler.  
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Literacy Mathematics 

In Year 5, we will be continuing with a new pro-
gramme, Literacy and Language.   

This academic year we are evolving our literacy pro-
gramme by placing a greater emphasis on cross cur-
ricular learning. This means texts we are reading in 
literacy will reflect the topics we are covering. There-
fore, at the start of this term we will be reading ‘The 
Wild Way Home’, where Charlie gets trapped in a 
forest during the Stone Age! We will also study non-
fiction texts on forests and birds to complement our 
topic. Jemison will examine the poem ‘The Song of 
the Wandering Aengus’ by W.B Yeats and use this to 
write and perform their own poem inspired by      
wilderness.  

We will be continuing with focus writing weeks once 
every term, if you any ideas/ suggestions on texts, 
please feel free to share them with me. 

Now we are in Year 5, the children should continue to 
read and/ or be to read to daily, for at 45 minutes. 
The children will be continuing the reading pro-
gramme, Accelerated Reader (AR), 
where they will choose a book from 
the school library and be tested on 
their comprehension weekly using the 
online programme.  

In Mathematics we will be continuing our maths pro-
gramme called ’Power Maths’.  

Year 5 will continue to strengthen and consolidate 
place value and the four operations and the variety of 
written and mental methods used in calculation. Prac-
tising times tables at home will really support them 
with this.  

As the term progresses, we will move on to looking 
closely at multiplication and division, graphs and tables 
and perimeter and area.  

Children will also represent numbers using objects and 
pictures, using a variety of strategies and resources to 
help them deepen their understanding.  

Importance is placed on being able to explain how 
they have got to an answer and understanding the 
strategies that they have used.  

Topic 

Our second Topic focus is ‘Roots, Fruits and 
Shoots’. The children will study and compare three 
different forests: the Forest of Dean, Taiga Forest 
and the Amazon Rainforest. We will explore the 
different ecosystems and native wildlife in these 
three locations. Jemison will consider where our 
food is grown and how farming has changed over 
time.   

In Science, our topic is ‘Living Things and Their Hab-
itats’. The children will study the life cycles of mam-
mals, birds, insects and amphibians and note the 
differences. The class will also be able to describe 
the life process of reproduction in some plants and 
animals.  

Jemison will exam-
ine the different 
parts of a plant and 
learn how plants 
have different 
methods for ensur-
ing their survival.  

Physical Education 

In Physical Education we will practise running, jumping, throwing 
and catching in isolation and combination.  

Jemison class will continue to play competitive games and apply 
basic skills of attacking and defending.  

PE will be on Monday and Thursday afternoons. 
Please ensure your child has correct PE kits and 
suitable footwear.  

 

Halley House School 

How can you help me at home? 
 Complete the weekly homework on 

Purple Mash.  

 Learn the spellings on Purple Mash.  

 Constantly revise written methods for 
all four operations ready for our arith-
metic booklets every Friday. 

 Discuss my reading with me.  

Home Learning 
 Weekly homework tasks and spellings posted on 

the Jemison Homework blog on Purple Mash.  

 Homework Passport tasks and return by the 
specified date on your booklet. 

 Daily Maths Whizz practice.  

 Daily reading of 45 minutes for AR tests on     
Monday. 

 


