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Year 5 

Our focus this half term is prayer in both Judaism 
and Islam. The children explore what prayer means 
to religious communities, how it believed to work 
and why people do it. They will then consider what 
prayer means to them as individuals.  

Once we understand more about the concept of 
prayer, we will learn how prayer is carried out in 
both religions.  

At the end of our unit, the children will loop back to 
considering again what prayer means to them, and 
whether this has changed over the course of the 
topic. 

In Year 5 we will be continuing our focus on Growth 
Mindset, where children learn how change their think-
ing from a fixed idea. This means that rather than 
thinking ‘I’m just not good at maths, I’ll never get 
this!’ you tell yourself ‘This is hard right now but I be-
lieve that anything can be learnt with some persever-
ance!’ The children will be developing persistence in 
tasks and overcoming barriers attempt daily challeng-
es.  

As Jemison say, ‘the only person I am in competition 
with is myself from yesterday!’ 

Please Remember... 

Please ensure all children have a reusable and labelled 
water bottle in school.  

Every child should have a pencil case with all the supplies 
they need.  

P.E. days are on Wednesday and Thursday. Please remem-
ber to send your child to school with their P.E. kits on 
these days.  

Outdoor Adventures will be every other Tuesday after-
noon.  Please provide appropriate footwear and outdoor 
clothing as necessary (e.g. HHS school coat) for this.  
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Around the World in 
80 Days!  

The children will learn to use search technolo-
gies effectively and safely. We will look at the 
difference in searching for a quick answer and 
when we are researching for homework or 
learning.   

The children will discover how results are se-
lected and ranked, investigate the work of ads 
and cookies, and become more discerning in 
what they click on. 

We will build a bank of reputable websites that 
can help us and learn how to spot a website 
that might give invalid or biased information. 
We will discuss fake news and how it impacts 



Literacy Mathematics 

In Year 5, we will be continuing with a new programme, 
Literacy and Language.   

This academic year we are evolving our literacy pro-
gramme by placing a greater emphasis on cross curricu-
lar learning. This means texts we are reading in literacy 
will reflect the topics we are covering. Therefore, dur-
ing this term we will be reading ‘The Terrible Thing 
That Happened to Barnaby Brocket’, by John Boyne. 
This text tells the tale of a boy who cannot stop 
floating! 

We will use this text as a springboard into our topic, 
reading and writing about different conflicts and con-
sidering how walls (literal and metaphorical) can be 
both helpful and unhelpful to society.  

We will be continuing with focus writing weeks once 
every term, if you any ideas/ suggestions on texts, 
please feel free to share them with me! 

Now we are in Year 5, the children should continue to 
read and/ or be to read to daily, for at least 45 minutes. 
The children will be continuing the 
reading programme, Accelerated Read-
er (AR), where they will choose a book 
from the school library and be tested 
on their comprehension weekly using 
the online programme.  

In Mathematics we will be continuing our maths pro-
gramme called ’Power Maths’. This follows the same mas-
tery approach as ’Maths Mastery’ so the children will be 
familiar with the learning style.  

Importance is placed on being able to explain how they 
have got to an answer and understanding the strategies 
that they have used.  

Our main focus for the term is consolidating our skills using 
the four operations. All children must be able to use a for-
mal written method for each operation, including exchang-
ing.  

We will develop our number sense and really work on our 
times tables skills and related facts. Please support your 
child with daily practise of times tables, either verbally or 
by using Times Tables Rock Stars.  

 

Topic 

Our Topic focus is ‘Around the World in 80 Days’. The 
children will learn about the seven continents and 
five oceans, rivers and lakes and tourism around the 
world. We will consider different types of holiday 
and the corresponding destinations. Children will be 
given a budget to plan a holiday which ticks certain 
criteria e.g. a cultural stop, a world famous event, 
etc. We will also investigate the cost of world tour-
ism on the environment.  

In Science, our focus is Earth and Space. We will de-
scribe the movement and location of the Earth, 
Moon, Sun and other planets. 

We will use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain 
day and night and the apparent movement of the 
sun across the sky.  

We will investigate the scientific evidence for aliens 
and the philosophical questions other life brings.  

Physical Education 

In Physical Education we will practise running, jumping, throwing 
and catching in isolation and combination.  

Jemison class will continue to play competitive games and apply 
basic skills of attacking and defending.  

PE will be on Monday afternoons and Tuesday 
mornings. Please ensure your child has correct PE 
kits and suitable footwear.  

 

Halley House School 

How can you help me at home? 
 Reinforce the school’s ‘Stay on Green’ be-

haviour policy and praise children when they 
try hard with their behaviour.  

 Practice multiplication (up to 12 x 12) and 
related division facts either verbally or on 
Times Table Rock Stars.  

 Daily reading of 45 minutes for AR tests on 
Friday.  

Home Learning 
Please complete the following: 

 Homework Passport tasks.  

 Spellings on Purple Mash. 

 Maths Whizz 

 TimesTable Rock Stars 

 Daily reading of 45 minutes for AR tests on 
Friday.  


