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Our focus this half term is Judaism. The children will 
learn that the nature of God and God’s relationship 
with the world is expressed in the Tenakh and the 
importance of the Sefer Torah is demonstrated 
through the way it is looked after, respected and 
used in services and festivals.  

Jemison will explore the fact that special times and 
places are linked to events in the history of the Jew-
ish people. Lastly, we will consider how 
the Jewish family and home are central 
to the continuity of the Jewish faith and 
tradition,. 

In Year 5 we will be continuing our focus on Growth 
Mindset, where children learn how change their think-
ing from a fixed idea. This means that rather than 
thinking ‘I’m just not good at maths, I’ll never get 
this!’,  you tell yourself ‘This is hard right now but I 
believe that anything can be learnt with some perse-
verance!’  

A big focus for us in Jemison class is resilience— 
knowing that things will not always go the way I want, 
but I can deal with small setbacks! 

 

Please Remember... 

All children need: 

 A reusable and labelled water bottle 

 A pencil case with two black pens, two pencils, a 
ruler, a rubber, a pencil sharpener and colouring 
pencils 

 P.E is on Wednesday and Thursday  

 Outdoor Adventures is every Tuesday afternoon. We 
always need volunteers to come with us—please 
email Ms Haupt if you can come (it doesn’t have to 
be every week!) 

 Our swimming course runs for the first two weeks in 
Summer 2. We will be leaving Halley at 8.10am.   
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Natural Disasters 

The children will continue to learn to use search tech-

nologies effectively and safely, looking at the differ-

ence in searching for a quick answer and when we are 

researching for homework or learning.   

The children will select, use and combine a variety of 

software (including internet services) on a range of 

digital devices to design and create a range of pro-

grams, systems and content that accomplish given 

goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating, pre-

senting data and information.  

We will, as always, think carefully 

about internet safety and what we 

can do to keep ourselves savvy and 

safe.  



Literacy Mathematics 

In Year 5, we will be continuing with the programme 
Literacy and Language.   

This academic year we are evolving our literacy pro-
gramme by placing a greater emphasis on cross curricu-
lar learning. This means texts we are reading in literacy 
will reflect the topics we are covering. Therefore, dur-
ing this term we will be reading a non-fiction text all 
about natural disasters and what REALLY happens dur-
ing one.  

We will also continue to focus on building our reading 
comprehension skills including speed reading, skim-
ming and scanning, finding evidence from the text and 
inferring from the paragraph / sentence about a new 
word if we are not sure what it means.  

We will be continuing with focus writing weeks once 
every term, if you any ideas/ suggestions on texts, 
please feel free to share them with me! 

The children should continue to read and/ or be to read 
to daily, for at least 45 minutes. The children will be 
continuing the reading programme, 
Accelerated Reader (AR), where they 
will choose a book from the school 
library and be tested on their compre-
hension weekly using the online pro-
gramme.  

In Mathematics we will be continuing our maths pro-
gramme called ’Power Maths’. This follows the same mas-
tery approach as ’Maths Mastery’. 

Importance is placed on being able to explain how they 
have got to an answer and understanding the strategies 
that they have used, not always that it’s all about the    
answer.  

Our main focus for the term is consolidating our skills using 
the four operations, alongside a focus on geometry.  All 
children must be able to use a formal written method for 
each operation, including exchanging.   

We will develop our number sense and really work on our 
times tables skills and related facts. Please support your 
child with daily practise of times tables, either verbally or 
by using Times Tables Rock Stars.  

 

Topic 

Our Topic focus is ‘Natural Disasters’. The children 
will investigate the patterns of earthquakes,  
mountains and volcanoes. We will consider which  
countries are prone to natural disasters and why, 
and how communities and engineers deal  
with volcanic eruptions and earthquakes. 
We will also use this topic as a springboard into  
discussions about anxiety—do we ever think  

catastrophically? How likely is it that 
the things  we are worrying about will 
happen? 
 

In Science, our focus is forces. The 
children will learn that unsupported 

objects fall towards the Earth because the force of 
gravity acting between the Earth and the falling ob-
ject. We will identify the effects of air resistance, wa-
ter resistance and friction 
and recognise that some 
mechanisms, including 
levers, pulleys and gears, 
allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect .  

Physical Education 

In Physical Education we will practise running, jumping, throwing 
and catching in isolation and combination.  

Jemison class will continue to play competitive games and apply 
basic skills of attacking and defending.  

PE will be on Wednesday mornings  and Thursday 
afternoons. Please ensure your child has correct 
PE kit, suitable footwear and a water bottle. 

 

Halley House School 

How can you help me at home? 
 Reinforce the school’s ‘Stay on Green’ be-

haviour policy and praise children when they 
try hard with their behaviour.  

 Practice multiplication (up to 12 x 12) and 
related division facts either verbally or on 
Times Table Rock Stars.  

 Daily reading of 45 minutes for AR tests on 
Monday.  

Home Learning 
Please complete the following: 

 Homework Passport tasks 

 60 minutes a week on Maths Whizz 

 10 minutes daily on Times Table Rock Stars 

 Daily reading of 45 minutes for AR tests on 
Monday.  

 
 


